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THANKS FOR RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
Your membership renewals are very important to us. We 
depend on memberships, tours, gift shop revenue and 
donations to fund our regular operations. We appreciate 
your support. Please encourage your friends to become 
members too. 

Mondays, March 2, and April 6, 2015 
FIRST MONDAYS WITH MR. WRIGHT 
Description: We will host a movie or slideshow on a topic 
related to Frank Lloyd Wright on the first Monday of the 
month during the winter. 
Location: The Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive 
Center 
Time: 4-5pm and 7-8pm 
RSVP: no reservation required 
Admission: Open to the public.  
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated.  
 
Thursday, April 23, 2015 
PRE-SEASON VOLUNTEER KICK-OFF 
Description: Come meet and get to know other volunteers 
and become more involved in our organization as we 
discuss and prepare for the upcoming tour season. 
Location: The Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive 
Center 
Time: 4-5:30pm 
RSVP: not necessary 
Admission:  All RCSHP Volunteers are requested to 
attend. 
 
Tues, March 3 and Thurs, March 5, 2015 
LIFELONG LEARNING LECTURE SERIES 
Robert E. McCoy will be presenting the last two of his 
annual 6-part lecture series at the AIC titled: Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Walter Burley Griffin and their Architecture. All the 
lectures are free and open to the public.  
 
Tuesday, Mar 3: The Park Inn Hotel:  Its Place in the Body 
of Wright’s Work at 4:00-5:30pm 
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Thursday, Mar 5: The Restoration of The Historic Park Inn 
Hotel at 4:00-5:30pm 
 
Friday, April 10, 2015 
ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 
Time: 7-8pm 
 
NEW DVD AVAILABLE 
The Moving and Restoration of the Stockman House new 
DVD is now available for $10 in the AIC gift shop. As its title 

implies it details, with historical photos, the work that 
occurred 25 years ago to relocate the house and to prepare 
it for presentation to the public. Jim Smith was the producer 
and John Henry was the narrator. Both gentlemen are long-
time RCSHP members and volunteers. This is the movie 
that was shown at the RCSHP Wine & Cheese Holiday 
Reception last December. 
 
NEW FLW FOUNDATION WEBSITE 
For years, the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation's web 
presence has been minimal. Though the foundation has 
been the steward of Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural 
legacy since he established it in 1940, in order to find a full 
list of his works, you had to go to Wikipedia or some other 
third-party site. 
 
The new web design, created by New York-based studio 
Eight and a Half over the course of a year, manages to 
recall Wright's visual style while still maintaining a 21st-
century sensibility. 
 
The main goal of the site is to become a comprehensive 
guide to Frank Lloyd Wright. 
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Finally, the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation has a website 
worthy of its legendary namesake.  The new site features a 
complete, searchable list of Wright's many built designs, 
interactive elements including a timeline of his life, and a 
detailed map of his studio at Taliesin West—the foundation's 
headquarters. It also includes beautiful, dynamic images of 
Wright's iconic and little-known buildings. To view the new 
site go to: http://www.franklloydwright.org. 
 
WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 
While we don’t have a lot of visitors during the winter, we 
still have a few intrepid folks who make appointments for a 
special off-season tour. Since our last E-Newsletter we have 
had 78 people who made appointments to participate in our 
special group tour program. According to our guest book we 
had visitors at the AIC from 9 states (CO, GA, IA, MN, MO, 
NE, NM, OH, WI) and 4 foreign countries (Australia, 
Germany, Korea, and Mexico). 

QUOTE 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe said, “Less is more.” Frank Lloyd 
Wright said in response, “Less is only more where more is 
no good.”  
 
NORTH IOWA HOME IMPROVEMENT AND 
LANDSCAPING SHOW 
RCSHP had a booth at this year’s event where we passed 
out our new brochures, membership information and talked 
to people about becoming volunteers. Terry Harrison and 
John Duggan also put together a display of photos of 
historic Mason City architecture.  
 
2015 STOCKMAN HOUSE GROUP TOURS 
At any time during the year we welcome large groups of ten 
or more to schedule tours of the Stockman House, if made a 
week in advance. From September through May we will 
accommodate small group tours by appointment, if made a 
week in advance. 
 
2015 SPRING & SUMMER TOUR SEASON 
Regular scheduled tours of the Stockman House will begin 
on May 14th. We will be open Thursday thru Saturday at 
10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm and 3pm and Sundays at 1pm, 2pm 

4

and 3pm. No reservations are required. Please arrive early, 
as group size per tour is limited to 8 people. Free tours for 
RCSHP Members or Wright Site Reciprocal Members only 
apply during regularly scheduled tours. The AIC gift shop 
will also be open during those times. Remember to show 
your RCSHP membership card which entitles you to a 10% 
discount on all non-consignment items.  
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE MAINTENANCE 
As a result of the recommendations of an Alliant Energy 
Audit the RCSHP upgraded the insulation in the Stockman 
House. Since we followed Alliant’s advice they awarded us 
a rebate of over $2,800, which will help cover part of the 
costs of insulation.  
 
AIC MAINTENANCE 
As a result of the recommendations of an Alliant Energy 
Audit the RCSHP upgraded the recessed can lighting in the 
gallery to LED and were awarded a rebate of over $800 
from them. We also rectified several areas of the ceiling 
insulation in the auditorium, gift shop and bathrooms that 
were deficient. 
 
NEW WRIGHT HOMEOWNERS 
Joanne Hardinger reports that we had some special 
visitors come to see the Stockman House this winter. 
Michael Schreiber and Jason Loper are the proud new 

owners of FLW’s Delbert Meier House (1917) in Monona, 
IA. While touring the AIC gallery displays of photos and 
architectural models they were surprised and delighted to 
see we had a model of their house on display at the AIC! 
The Meier House is one of Wright’s pre-fabricated American 
Systems Built Houses, designed between 1915 and 1917. 
The two story floor plan has a close resemblance to the 
"Fireproof House for $5000" designed by Wright in 1907. 
The kitchen and dining room are both square, each taking 
up about one-quarter of the first floor, and the rectangular 
living room takes up the other half of the first floor.  
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The original exterior stucco is in remarkably good condition 
for its age and the yard adds to the beauty of the house.  
 
Michael and Jason are painstakingly working on their 
home’s interior restoration. They came to Mason City to see 
the Stockman House and the G. Curtis Yelland House for 
reference, since both houses are from the same era as their 
house. 
 
Since they have been documenting their restoration, we 
would like to invite them back to Mason City, at some point, 
to give us a presentation on their progress. Former owners 
of the house built an adjacent garage and connected it to 
the house with a new extended porch that they hope to 
remove at some point (see photo below). 

They were happy to take home our new DVD of The Moving 
and Restoration of the Stockman House.  
 
FLW IN THE NEWS 
If you are interested in learning more about FLW you might 
like to know that since our last E-Newsletter we have posted 
links to over twenty current articles from newspapers, 
magazines and blogs on our website 
(http://www.stockmanhouse.org) of news events related to 
Wright and his buildings. To read these articles just click on 
FLW NEWS & EVENTS and then on FLW in the News. 
 
THREE KEYS TO HAPPINESS 
American clergyman George Washington Burnap (1802-
1859) said, “The grand essentials to happiness in this life 
are something to do, something to love, and something to 
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hope for.” As an RCSHP volunteer we can at least help you 
with the first one of these and give you “something to do.” 
We are always looking for new volunteers to help us as 
greeters, docents, cashiers, sales assistants, gardeners and 
window washers.  
 
We would love to have your help! Call 641-423-1923. 
 
Such communities as Buffalo, NY and Oak Park, IL and 
others are recognizing architectural tourism as a significant 
draw of tourist dollars. With the recent addition of the 
restored Historic Park Inn Hotel (HPIH) to other Mason City 
historic sites, we have joined that list. Since opening in the 
fall of 2011, the HPIH has recorded visitors from every state 
and over 50 foreign countries. Because of this we need your 
help to represent our city to these tourists at the 
Architectural Interpretive Center and the Stockman House.  
 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Jim & Mary Smith have been Mason City residents since 
1968. Jim has been a volunteer since shortly after the house 
was restored and opened to the public twenty-three years 
ago. Mary joined as a volunteer about a year later. Both Jim 

and Mary were schoolteachers, he a high school English 
teacher and counselor, she a grade school and pre-school 
teacher. They are now both retired and have three grown 
children. 
 
They moved to Mason City from Spring Green, WI where 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s winter home, Taliesin, was located. 
With the knowledge that Jim acquired, mostly by osmosis 
while he lived in Spring Green, it was natural that he would 
be attracted to working at the Stockman House. When they 
moved here in 1968 they did not know that there was a FLW 
connection to Mason City. At that time the Stockman House 
was privately owned and was located next to the First 
United Methodist Church. 
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Jim and Mary have traveled to quite a few Wright sites 
throughout the country, with the Dana-Thomas House in 
Springfield, IL being one of their favorites.  
 
They both said their biggest surprise after they became 
volunteers was the high level of interest in Wright that drew 
so many people to trek to Mason City. 
 
They both also volunteer at other places in Mason City, 
including the hospital, Newman Elementary School and their 
church. Jim enjoys staying up-to-date on computer 
technology and Mary enjoys her Bridge Club. 
 
When asked what they would tell other people who might be 
interested in becoming RCSHP volunteers they said that it is 
a lot of fun to meet the interesting people who come here 
from all over the world. Jim said he has also learned a lot 
from our visitors many of who have previously traveled to 
many other Wright sites. One day while working at the AIC 
they met a couple from Wisconsin and after talking awhile 
they found out that the visitors were subsequent owners of 
their house in Oregon, WI. 
 
DID YOU KNOW… 
…that there are 80 buildings Wright designed which are 
open to the public? If you go to our website: 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on FLW NEWS & 
EVENTS and then FLW Buildings Open to the Public you 
can find an up-to-date listing of these buildings and their 
addresses sorted geographically by region and state. 
Clicking on the underlined name of the site will take you to 
their website that will detail their tour times, and costs, etc. 
Some of these buildings are available for a minimum two-
night rental so you can personally experience Wright’s 
vision. You can also pick up a printed version of the list at 
the AIC. 
 
WRIGHT SITES BROCHURES 
To help publicize these 80 public Wright Sites (see above) 
we have organized a Wright Sites Brochure Exchange 
Program. About forty of these sites print brochures and are 
willing to exchange them with other Wright sites in an effort 
to promote architectural tourism and help increase the 
public’s knowledge of Frank Lloyd Wright. RCSHP has 
printed some new brochures that feature the Stockman 
House and the Architectural Interpretive Center. These 
brochures were paid for by a generous donation from one of 
our members. VisitMasonCity.com also supplied a $300 
grant, which we used to pay for the postage to mail several 
thousand of them to about forty other Frank Lloyd Wright 
sites throughout the country. Stop by the AIC to pick up a 
copy to send to your friends and relatives to encourage 
them to come visit you right here in River City. 
 
WRIGHT SITES RECIPROCAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 
A new feature this year will be attractive for those of you 
who like to travel. The Frank Lloyd Wright Reciprocal 
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Membership will allow you to get ONE FREE admission, 
during 2015, to each of 29 participating Wright Sites 
throughout the country. You can upgrade your current 
membership for an additional $100/per person. All of the 
people who have signed up for the FLW Reciprocal 
Membership program will have a new brochure sent to them 
that details the program. Your membership card will also 
have a notation on it that indicates you are a participant in 
this program. Please take it with you when traveling. All the 
money from this program stays with the Wright Site that 
sells the membership. 
 
OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS 
A campaign has been underway over the past two years to 
increase the number of Corporate Members. If you are 
friends with the owners of any local business please 
encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on Support Us and 
follow the directions to join. 
 
As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize our valued corporate members with your 
business. 
 
Accord Architecture 
Bergland + Cram Architects 
Blackmore Nursery Inc 
Burgmeier Dentistry 
Central Park Dentistry 
CL Tel 
Community Auto Group 
Digity Communications 
Dr Bruce Dunker, MD Ob-Gyn 
Dr Robert J Friedrichs, PC DC DA 
Duggan Painting Service 
Farm Credit Services Of America 
Hawkeye Auto Body 
Hearing Associates 
Henkel Construction Co 
Historic Park Inn 
ITC Midwest 
Jeffrey Repair 
Johansen Welding & Fabrication 
Jon L Hardinger DDS 
Lehigh Cement Company LLC 
Metalcraft Inc 
Midland Concrete Products 
North Iowa Community Credit Union 
Petersen Plaza 
Schupick & Associates PC 
The Law Offices Of Timothy L Lapointe PC 
Tierney Properties 
Waggoner And Wineinger Architects 
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E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
 
All members are welcome to submit information, contribute 
a topic, a photo, an article, a book recommendation or a 
book review that you think would be appropriate for the next 
quarterly newsletter. If you know of an upcoming event that 
the membership should be made aware of please let me 
know that too. The deadline for the Summer 2015 E-
Newsletter is May 15th. We welcome and encourage your 
submissions. All submissions should be emailed to: 
info@StockmanHouse.org. 

— Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter Editor 
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FY2015 
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

John Duggan, Vice President 
David Christiansen, Recording Secretary 

Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Sec./Membership 
Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
Jay Thede, At-Large Director 

Robert McCoy, At-Large Director 
Chuck Sweetman, Buildings & Grounds Cmte Chair 

Judy Wagner, Operations Cmte Chair 
 

STAFF 
Judy Wagner, Volunteer Scheduler 

Joanne Hardinger, Tour & Operations Coordinator 
Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of RCSHP is to restore, preserve, protect, 
own/operate historic and/or architecturally significant 
buildings and sites in Mason City, educate the public 
about historic architecture and encourage others to do 
the same. 
 
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman House 
Museum and The Robert E. McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for public 
tours. 
 
The RCSHP is a 501c3 non-profit organization run by 
volunteers and relies on donations, memberships, 
grants, tours and gift shop revenue to maintain our 
buildings and support our activities. Please go to the 
website and click on SUPPORT US to donate or renew 
your membership. 
 
Mailing Address:  
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 
Email Address: 
info@StockmanHouse.org 
Website URL: 
www.StockmanHouse.org 


