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COMING EVENTS 
August 28 and September 25, 2015 
LUNCH AND LEARN 
These short lectures will be held on the last Friday of the 
month. 
August Topic: The Destruction of the Box 
Frank Lloyd Wright was anything but conventional. When 
designing buildings, a typical room with four walls, a ceiling 
and floor, or six flat surfaces, was just not acceptable. 
Wright’s innovations changed the way we 
live, work, and experience our built 
environment. Presenter: Joanne Hardinger.  
 
September Topic: The Egloff House 
 
Location: The Robert E. McCoy 
Architectural Interpretive Center 
Time: 11:30am-12:30pm 
Lunch: BYO / optional 
RSVP: not necessary 
Admission: Open to the public. 
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated. 
 
Monday, September 7, 2015  
LABOR DAY STOCKMAN HOUSE TOURS 
Time: 1pm-4pm 
 
Friday, November 27, 2015 
BLACK FRIDAY SHOPPING 
Time: 10am-2pm 
 
August 14 – November 14 
EXHIBIT 
Richard Bock: Master of the Human Form  

Location: Charles H. 
MacNider Art 
Museum's Center 
Space Gallery. 
Regular Museum 
Hours: Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday: 9am 
– 5pm Tuesday & 
Thursday: 9am – 
8pm. We are closed 
Sundays, Mondays, 
and Legal Holidays. 
Admission: FREE, Open to the 
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public. 
 
This exhibit brings treasures from the 
Richard Bock Museum in Greenville, 
Illinois to Mason City and tells the story 
of a professional artist and his devotion 
to the perfect human form. 
 
Bock was born in the small West Prussian Town of 

Schloppe on July 16, 1865. At age 4, he 
immigrated to the United States with his 
parents and siblings. 
 
His father, an artisan woodcarver, worked on 
many of the fixtures found in churches in the 
Chicago area. 
After graduation from 

parochial school in the eighth grade, he 
was apprenticed to the shop where his 
father worked. After working many odd 
jobs, he was allowed to learn the work 
of a wood carver. 
 
During his early years, he became 
proficient in molding plaster casts, 
which allowed him to find work with an 
interior-decorating firm. 
 
In Chicago, Bock created interior bas-
reliefs for the Schiller Building. During 
the winter of 1891-92 Bock studied 

under architect Louis 
Sullivan. It was in the 
Sullivan's office that 
Bock met Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Bock had the 
longest working relationship as a sculptor 
with Wright, totaling around 15 years. These 
are some of the sculptural projects that he 
designed for Wright: 
!Heller House, 1896, third floor frieze 
!FLW Home, 1896, children’s playroom 
sculpture: John Lloyd Wright as a Golden 
Rod 
!Oak Park Studio, 1898, entrance pilasters 

!Oak Park Studio, 1898, roof sculpture: The Boulder 
!Oak Park Studio, 1898, jardinières 
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!Larkin Soap Company Building, 1903, interior and exterior 
decorations  

!Scoville Park, 1903, sculpture: Horse 
Show Fountain 
!Dana House, 1904, sculptures: Flower 
in the Crannied Wall and Moon Children 
fountain 
!Unity Temple, 1906, sculpture 
!Martin House, 1907, garden sculpture: 
Spring 
!City National Bank, 1909, sculptures: 
Spirit of Mercury 
!Taliesin, 1911, garden sculpture: 
Flower in the Crannied Wall 
!Midway Gardens, 1914, sculptures 

 
The exhibit, sponsored by the National Endowment for the 
Arts, John K. & Luise V. Hanson Foundation, Wright on the 
Park and the David & Phyllis Murphy Foundation, will be on 
display through Nov. 14. 
 
August 24 – November 2, 2015 
EXHIBIT & SPEAKERS: 
FLW’s Samara, A Mid-Century Dream Home  
Location: Charles H. MacNider Art Museum 
Regular Museum Hours: see above 
Admission: FREE, Open to the public. 
SPEAKER: Jack Quinan 
Saturday, September 12th at 2:00 p.m. 
“Comparisons of the Prairie House compared to the 
Usonian Homes of Wright’s later career.” 
SPEAKER: Dr. Sharron Grimes 
Saturday, November 7th at 2:00 p.m. 
Richard W. Bock, an American Sculptor 
 
NEW GIFT SHOP ITEMS 

One of the new items added to the AIC Gift 
Shop is our new Stockman House logo T-
shirt. This would be a great Christmas gift 
for your friends or relatives who are also 
FLW fans. M, L, XL $20. We also have 
three new mugs: The Tree of Life window 
pattern from the Martin 
House, the Cast Block 

pattern from Florida Southern College and 
the Playhouse Window from the Coonley 
House. Also have added are several new 
styles of our popular Christmas Tree 
ornaments, two styles of new candlestick 
holders and some counted cross-stitch kits. 
Start your holiday shopping early while we still have a good 
selection. 
 
FLW & MASON CITY IN THE NEWS 
On May 24, 2015 the Northwest Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette reprinted the article from the Chicago Tribune about 
Mason City’s Prairie School Architecture. 
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The Iowa Architecture Foundation 
recently announced that Claire Hahn 
from Mason City is the statewide 
winner of their annual  “Architecture by 
Children Drawing Contest” in the K-3rd 
grade category for her entry of the 
Stockman House. 
 
The contest is to encourage young people who are 
interested in art and architecture.   In the process students 
gain a new perspective on their built environment. This 
year’s theme was “Places to Remember” and students 
were to draw a favorite place that is important to them. 
Holmes Murphy and Casey’s General Stores sponsored 
prizes. Congratulations to Claire! 
 
NEW DVD AVAILABLE 
The Moving and Restoration of the Stockman House new 
DVD is now available for $10 in the AIC gift shop. As its title 
implies, it details, with historical photos, the work that 
occurred 25 years ago to relocate the house and to prepare 
it for presentation to the public. Jim Smith was the producer 
and John Henry was the narrator. Both gentlemen are long-
time RCSHP members and volunteers. This is the movie 
that was shown at the RCSHP Wine & Cheese Holiday 
Reception in December and the Annual Meeting in April. 
 
WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 
Since our last E-Newsletter we have 
had 1,042 people who have toured the 
Stockman House. Among these were 
73 from 3 large group tours. We also 
had 32 people who called ahead to 
participate in our new Tours by 
Appointment program on the days we weren’t open. 
According to our guest book we had visitors at the AIC from 
28 states (AR, AZ, CA, CO, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, LA, MA, 
MI, MN, MO, NC, NE, NJ, NM, NY, OH, OR, PA, SD, TX, 
VA, WA, WI) and 5 foreign countries (Canada, France, Italy, 
Germany, Czech Republic). 
 

QUOTE 
“The mother art is architecture. Without an 
architecture of our own we have no soul of 
our own civilization.” – FLW 
Wright was very opposed to America 
importing architectural styles like 
Romanesque, Gothic, Classical, Baroque, 
Renaissance, Georgian and Colonial 
because those styles represented other 

civilizations not ours. He thought that the Prairie Style, 
which he created, more clearly represented American 
culture by being a clean break with the past. 
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE MAINTENANCE 
Several trees have been trimmed and the sidewalks have 
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been edged. New locks were installed on the front and back 
doors. 
 
AIC MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS 

A new quarter-sawn oak Mission-style 
table has been donated to hold the 
guest book. Designed to be counter-
height instead of folding-table height it 
will make it more comfortable to sign-in. 
Also, new LED bulbs have been 
donated to replace the halogen bulbs in 
the track lighting in the AIC Gallery to 
complement the LED recessed can 
lights that we replaced last year. Four 
new dogwood bushes were installed on 
the west side of the building. A new 
motion-sensor floodlight has been 

installed on the SW corner of the building to illuminate the 
stairs from the parking lot. 
 
FALL CLEAN-UP ON OCTOBER 17TH 
Please mark your calendar; our annual Fall Clean Up Day 
has been set for Saturday, October 17th (rain date Oct 24) 
from 9AM to Noon. We will be raking leaves, cleaning 
windows and trimming bushes. If you can help us out we 
would really appreciate it. Please bring your own rakes and 
trimmers. 

 
FLW IN THE NEWS 
If you are interested in learning more about FLW you might 
like to know that since our last E-Newsletter we have posted 
links to over thirty current articles from newspapers, 
magazines and blogs of news events related to Wright and 
his buildings on our website: StockmanHouse.org. To read 
these articles just click on FLW NEWS & EVENTS and then 
on FLW in the News. 
 
THREE KEYS TO HAPPINESS 
American clergyman George Washington Burnap (1802-
1859) said, “The grand essentials to happiness in this life 
are something to do, something to love, and something to 
hope for.” As an RCSHP volunteer we can at least help you 
with the first one of these and give you “something to do.” 
We are always looking for new volunteers to help us as 
greeters, docents, cashiers, sales assistants, gardeners and 
window washers.  
 
We would love to have your help! Call 641-423-1923. 
 
Such communities as Buffalo, NY and Oak Park, IL and 
others are recognizing architectural tourism as a significant 
draw of tourist dollars. With the recent addition of the 
restored Historic Park Inn Hotel (HPIH) to other Mason City 
historic sites, we have joined that list. Since opening in the 
fall of 2011, the HPIH has recorded over 35,000 visitors 
from every state and over 50 foreign countries. Because of 
this we need your help to represent our city to these tourists 
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at the Architectural Interpretive Center and the Stockman 
House.  
 
VOLUNTEERING FOR THE RCSHP 
Immediate need: You don’t need to have any existing 
knowledge about Frank Lloyd Wright to help us out as a 
CASHIER for the AIC gift shop. Training will be provided. 
There is no schedule of times that you must work so you 
can work the shifts of your choosing. 
 
Upcoming Volunteer Training for the 2016 tourist season 
will take place this Spring. Please consider joining us. 
Watch for specific dates forthcoming. 
 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Shirley Kropf is in her second year of volunteering as a 
cashier for the RCSHP. Shirley and her husband, Garey, 
ran the Pinecreek Golf Course before 
they retired. She participates in the 
YMCA’s Wet & Wild Water Aerobics 
classes where she met Nancy 
Sweetman and Judy Wagner who 
convinced her to try working at the AIC. 
Shirley did not know anything about 
Wright before becoming a volunteer 
and as a cashier you don’t have to be 
any sort of expert, but she is learning. 
She recently toured Cedar Rock in Quasqueton, IA, Taliesin 
East in Spring Green, WI, the Unitarian Meeting House and 
Monona Terrace both in Madison, WI. 
 
Shirley is a Mason City native who had never been inside 
the Stockman House. She was very surprised at the number 
of FLW fans we get from all over the world. 
 
Shirley likes to garden and babysit her two great 
grandchildren. She also volunteers at Trinity Lutheran 
Chuch. 
 
When asked what she would tell other people who are 
considering becoming an RCSHP volunteer she said that 
she has met a lot of interesting and friendly people and that 
she likes the way she can schedule the days and times that 
she wants to work to fit nicely into her own schedule of 
events and travel. 
 
DO YOU KNOW…  
…what Quarter Sawn Oak is? Quarter sawing lumber is a 
process in which logs are cut into quarters and then the 
boards are sawn at an angle away from the center of the 
log. This causes the growth rings to pass through the 
boards at a more perfect 90-degree angle. Quarter sawn 
oak takes more time and effort to cut and creates slightly 
more wasted log, hence the higher price.  
 
Europeans have known the benefits of quarter-sawn boards 
for as many a 600 years. This technique is most often done 
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with red or white oak, but can be used on any type of wood. 
 
So what are the benefits? Quarter sawn oak is not as prone 
to twist, warp or cup as it ages. This was very important in 
bygone days before modern wood treatment was an option. 
Quarter sawn oak is also stronger, holds a finish better and 
does not allow liquids to easily pass through it. 

 
Quarter sawn oak has an "antique feel" about it, and can 
be recognized easily by its famous "golden ray flecks". You 
will also notice some wavy and interlocked grains. This 
beautiful wood became very popular during the Arts and 
Crafts movement of the early 1900s and was used by Frank 
Lloyd Wright in all of his Prairie Houses. 
 
To see some excellent examples of quarter-sawn oak 
please examine the interior doors of the Stockman House 
on you next tour. 
 
WRIGHTIAN FURNITURE FOR SALE 
The Habitat Restore Shop at 517 1st St NW, Mason City 
(641) 423-1688 has acquired a donation from a Clear Lake 
couple of six custom-made Wrightian dining room chairs. 
The seats need reupholstering, which would be an easy DIY 

job, but the chairs 
are in good shape. If 
you would like a little 
Wrightian  esthetic 
to enliven your 
dining room these 
might be just what 
you need at only 
$40 each. First 
come, first served. 
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OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS 
We love how our corporate members show their 
appreciation for the historic built environment by becoming 
members. Our historic buildings are such a special resource 
of Mason City. Historic buildings represent the physical 
memories of life as it was lived during a previous time. If you 
are friends with the owners of any local businesses please 
encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on Support Us and 
follow the directions to join. 
As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize our valued corporate members with your 
business. 
 
Accord Architecture 
Anderson Furniture Restorations 
Bergland + Cram Architects 
Blackmore Nursery Inc 
Burgmeier Dentistry 
Central Park Dentistry 
CL Tel 
Community Auto Group 
Digity Communications 
Dr Bruce Dunker, Md Ob-Gyn 
Dr Robert J Friedrichs, P.C. DC DA 
Duggan Painting Service 
Farm Credit Services Of America 
Hawkeye Auto Body 
Hearing Associates 
Henkel Construction Co 
Hertz Farm Management Inc 
Historic Park Inn 
ITC Midwest 
Jeffrey Repair 
Johansen Welding & Fabrication 
Jon L Hardinger DDS 
Lehigh Cement Company LLC 
Metalcraft Inc 
Midland Concrete Products 
North Iowa Community Credit Union 
North Iowa Eye Clinic PC 
Petersen Plaza 
Schupick & Associates PC 
The Law Offices Of Timothy L Lapointe PC 
Tierney Properties 
Waggoner And Wineinger Architects 
Westview Apartments Corp Of Mason City 
Wright On The Park 
 
2015 STOCKMAN HOUSE GROUP TOURS 
On days that we don’t have any regularly scheduled tours, 
including any day from November thru April, we are now 
accepting Tours by Appointment for small groups of less 
than ten people if made three days in advance.  
 
At any time during the year we welcome large groups of ten 
or more to schedule tours of the Stockman House if made a 
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week in advance. Please call 641-423-1923 and leave a 
message to make an appointment. 
 
In recognition of our educational mission the RCSHP Board 
has voted to change our tour policy for Student Groups. 
From now on all student group tours for grades 5 thru 12 
from any public or private educational institution will be 
FREE. Student groups must be scheduled at least two 
weeks in advance and are available year-round. Call 641-
423-1923 to arrange a tour to suit your needs. 
 
2015 FALL TOUR SEASON 
Regular scheduled tours of the Stockman House will soon 
be winding to a close at the end of October. We will 
continue to be open in September on Thursday thru 
Saturday at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm and 3pm and Sundays 
at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm. However in October our hours will be 
changed to just Saturday at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm and 
3pm and Sundays at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm. No reservations 
are required. Please arrive early, as group size per tour is 
limited to 8 people.  
 
We will also be open for tours on Labor Day afternoon 
from 1pm-4pm. 
 
Tours during November thru April are by advanced 
appointment only. Please call 641-423-1923 and leave a 
message to make an appointment. 
 
RCSHP members who show their membership card can 
receive a 10% member discount at the AIC gift shop on all 
non-consignment items. Free member tours are available 
only during regularly scheduled tours.  
 
PLEASE INCLUDE US IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE PLAN 
At heart, preservation is not looking at history under glass or 
behind velvet ropes. It’s being a part of it, about 
understanding that what’s behind us is as important as what 
is in front of us. Preservation is knowing that the next 
generation will only inherit what we choose to save and 
preserve. No matter where you are in your estate planning, 
we can help you create a bold preservation legacy. Contact 
us today to remember us in your will and trusts. We have 
two tax-deductible 501(c)3 non-profit organizations that can 
accept your charitable donations: 
RIVER CITY SOCIETY FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
& THE STOCKMAN HOUSE MUSEUM FOUNDATION 
Please have your attorney or advisor contact us at our 
mailing address (next column) if they have any questions. 
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E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
All members are welcome to submit information, contribute 
a topic, a photo, an article, a book recommendation or a 
book review that you think would be appropriate for the next 
quarterly newsletter. If you know of an upcoming event that 
the membership should be made aware of please let me 
know that too. The deadline for the Winter 2015 E-
Newsletter is November 15th. We welcome and encourage 
your submissions. All submissions should be emailed to: 
info@StockmanHouse.org. 
— Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter Editor 
 
 

FY2015 
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

David Christiansen, Vice President 
Nancy Lass, Recording Secretary 

Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Sec./Membership 
Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
Jay Thede, At-Large Director 

Robert McCoy, At-Large Director 
Chuck Sweetman, Buildings & Grounds Cmte Chair 

Judy Wagner, Operations Cmte Chair 
 

STAFF 
Judy Wagner, Tour &Volunteer Scheduler 

Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of RCSHP is to restore, preserve, protect, 
own/operate historic and/or architecturally significant 
buildings and sites in Mason City, educate the public 
about historic architecture and encourage others to do 
the same. 
 
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman House 
Museum and The Robert E. McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for public 
tours. 
 
The RCSHP is a 501c3 non-profit organization run by 
volunteers and relies on donations, memberships, 
grants, tours and gift shop revenue to maintain our 
buildings and support our activities. Please go to the 
website and click on SUPPORT US to donate or renew 
your membership. 
 
Mailing Address:  
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 
Email Address: 
info@StockmanHouse.org 
Website URL: 
www.StockmanHouse.org 
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