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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
We value your 
support of our 
organization. Your 
2016 membership 
expires at the end of 
December. We 
currently have over 
300 members. 

Please go to our website to renew by credit card: Click Here 
or mail us a check made out to: RCSHP, PO Box 565, 
Mason City, IA 50401. (Single Member $25, Dual Member 
$40, or Corporate Member $100.) For an additional $100 
you can purchase a FLW Reciprocal Membership that will 
entitle you to free admission, during 2017, to 30 FLW sites 
that are open to the public. The fee for Reciprocal 
Memberships stays with the organization selling the 
membership. Thanks for your continued support. 
 
ABOUT US 
The River City 
Society for 
Historic 
Preservation 
(RCSHP) is an 
all-volunteer 
organization that 
owns, maintains, and operates Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Stockman House and the Robert E. McCoy Architectural 
Center. Our hard working volunteers sell the tickets, 
organize and provide the tours and educational programs, 
recruit new volunteers, maintain the buildings and grounds 
and keep our beautiful gift shop running. RCSHP is a local 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our operations are 
supported by your memberships, along with other 
donations, tour admissions, grants, and income from our gift 
shop.  
 

---------- COMING EVENTS ---------- 
 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 
HOLIDAY WINE & CHEESE RECEPTION 
Description: Meet and get to know other local RCSHP 
members and become more involved in our organization. A 
social hour at 5PM serving wine and hors d’oeuvres 
precede the showing of a film on FLW at 6:30PM. Our Gift 
Shop will also be open for your holiday shopping pleasure. 
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Members get a 10% discount 
on non-consignment items.  
Location: The Robert E. 
McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center 
Time: 5-7:30pm 
RSVP: not necessary 
Admission: Open to RCSHP 
Members and their guests.  
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated 
 
through March 12, 2017 
IN HER OWN RIGHT: MARION MAHONY GRIFFIN 
Description: Marion Mahony Griffin (1871-1961) was one 
of America’s first woman architects, a Chicagoan also 
known as a skilled artist, environmentalist, and community 

activist. A central 
contributor to the 
Prairie School of 
Architecture, her 
renderings of the 
Unity Temple and 
many other projects 
introduced Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s early 
work to the world. 

Mahony Griffin was the first registered woman architect in 
Illinois who became a pioneer in architecture and 
community planning. A key member of Wright’s Oak Park 
Studio for 15 years, she and husband Walter Burley Griffin 
won the international design competition for Canberra, 
Australia’s national capital. This exhibition traces her early 
life, her personal and professional partnership with Griffin on 
three continents, the final years of her life in Chicago and 
sheds light on the work and legacy of a Chicagoan of 
immense but often overlooked importance.  
Location: Elmhurst History Museum, 120 E. Park Ave., 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 (630) 833-1457 
Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 1-5 p. m. ; Saturday: 10am-5pm, 
closed on Mondays and some holidays 
Cost: FREE 
 
June 12–October 1, 2017 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT AT 150: UNPACKING THE 
ARCHIVE 
Description: This exhibition marks the 150th anniversary of 
the architect’s birth with a retrospective of 450 works that 
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includes artifacts that 
have never been seen by 
the public. The exhibition 
is divided into 12 
sections, each of which 
investigates a key object 
or cluster of objects from 
the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Archive, interpreting and 
contextualizing it, and 
juxtaposing it with other works from the Archive, from 
MoMA, or from outside collections. The exhibition seeks to 
open Wright’s work to critical inquiry and debate, and to 
introduce experts and general audiences alike to new 
angles and interpretations of this extraordinary architect.  
Location: The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53rd St, 
New York, NY 10019-5497, (212) 708-9400 
Cost: $25 adults, $18 seniors, $14 students 
 
2017 FLW CALENDARS 

Stop by the AIC Gift Shop 
and buy a colorful 2017 
Frank Lloyd Wright wall 
calendar while they last. We 
have many other items that 
would be interesting for 
holiday gift giving. The Gift 
Shop is open every Saturday 
from 10-2pm.  
 

MASON CITY AUTHOR PEGGY BANG GIVES TALKS IN 
AUSTRALIA 
Globe Gazette 
Oct 27, 2016 -- 
Peggy Bang, 
author of “The 
Melson House 
Revealed: An 
Owner’s 
Perspective,” 
recently spoke at 
two events 
sponsored by the Walter Burley Griffin Society of Australia. 
(Editor’s note: Peggy’s book is available in the AIC Gift 
Shop.) 
 
She presented the seventh annual Marion Mahony Griffin 
Lecture at the National Archives in the capital city of 
Canberra. Bang was the first American invited to address 
the society for this prestigious lecture. Her presentation 
explored the history of the Melson House residence (56 
River Heights Dr.), its design by Burley Griffin and Mahony 
Griffin and its restoration.  
 
Popular Canberra radio host Alex Sloan also interviewed 
her in advance of her talk.  
At Castlecrag, an inner ring suburb of Sydney, she spoke 
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about “The Melson House – A Castlecrag Cousin.” 
 
Griffin, with help from his wife Marion, designed 45 houses, 
15 of which were constructed there between 1921 and 
1934.  
It is a larger residential development than Rock Crest/Rock 
Glen in Mason City. Bang, a retired visual arts professor at 
North Iowa Area Community College, is a board member of 
the Walter Burley Griffin Society of America and the vice 
president of the MacNider Art Museum Foundation. For 
more information, she can be reached at 641-423-9543 or 
peggylbang@gmail.com. 
 
GRANTS AND DONATIONS 
A new sisal rug was 
purchased for the Stockman 
House veranda with money 
donated by the Dunbar 
Memorial gift. The 
MacNider Museum gave 
us a painting by Marion 
Mahony of Rock Glen. gift. 
The Kinney Lindstrom 
Foundation gave us a 
grant toward paving our 
parking lot next year. If you 
would like to help us out 
with a tax-deductible donation please go to: 
http://www.stockmanhouse.org/make-a-donation.  
 
QUOTE 
The physician can bury his mistakes, 
but the architect can only advise his 
client to plant vines - so they should 
go as far as possible from home to 
build their first buildings.– Frank 
Lloyd Wright 
 
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
Joan Platz has volunteered to revive our long dormant 
Facebook page and has been posting items of interest for a 
few months. Joan and her husband, Tim, are the new 
owners of Walter Burley Griffin’s Schneider House at 525 E 
State St. Please go to our page and LIKE us: Click Here 
 
IOWA JOURNEYS 
A crew from the travel show “Iowa Journeys” was on hand 
to film in and around Mason City in early October. Since the 
show debuted in January 2016, it has showcased notable 
attractions in Iowa towns and testimonials from local 
residents. Hosts Bob Jensen — from “Fishing the Midwest” 
— and Jessie Polley recently toured Music Man Square, 
Meredith Willson’s childhood home and the Historic Park Inn 
Hotel.  
 
Ken Shadle, a docent at Music Man Square, showed them 
around the museum, including the piano where Meredith 
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Willson wrote most of “The Music Man,” he said.  
 
They also filmed at NIACC, East Park, the Stockman House 
and Rock Glen. John Henry, a docent at the Stockman 
House, was interviewed along with Chip Kinsey, president 
of RCSHP.  
 
“Officially, we will not pick favorites between the Stockman 
House and the Melson House, but I mean, come on! This is 
practically a castle! Who knew this was in Iowa? We didn’t! 
Can we move in?,” the show wrote on its Facebook page.  
 
Polley said she was impressed by the way Mason City has 
embraced the arts. “I didn’t know what to expect,” she said. 
“I like the small-town feel and just how beautiful it is. ” 
 
Visit Mason City Executive Director Lindsay James said 
she hoped the show would boost existing tourism from cities 
like Sioux City, Des Moines, the Quad Cities, Cedar Rapids 
and Chicago.  
 
The Mason City episode will air as part of the show’s 
second season, scheduled to begin in January 2017. Last 
month, the show filmed in Pella and will next travel to Storm 
Lake, said Jensen, a Sheffield native. The show is produced 
by Osage-based My Town Pictures.  
 
The episode will be shown on KIMT 3-TV and on Iowa 
Journeys YouTube channel at a future date.  
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE MAINTENANCE 
Tim Platz has graciously edged all the sidewalks at the 
Stockman House. Duggan Painting has touched-up the 
brown trim on the Stockman House.  
 
AIC MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS 
Thanks to Keeling Tree Service who cut the vines, without 
charge, that were taking over the evergreens on the 
riverbank east of the AIC. This may be an ongoing annual 
problem. Thanks to OJ Tomson for paying for the cost of 
the eradication by American Pest Control of the bees at the 
AIC. J&J Customised Walls has repaired the stucco walls 
at various locations where it was pulling away from the 
building. New shelving was purchased for the basement. 
 
FLW IN THE NEWS 
If you are interested in learning more about FLW you might 
like to know that since our last E-Newsletter we have posted 
links to several current articles from newspapers, 
magazines and blogs of news events related to Wright and 
his buildings. Go to http://www.stockmanhouse.org/flw-in-
the-news.  
 
SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO… 
The aging paradox: The older we get, the happier we are. 
 
Believe it or not, there are upsides to getting older. Yes, 
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your physical health is likely to decline as you age. And 
unfortunately, your cognitive abilities like learning new skills 
and remembering things is likely to suffer too.  
 
But despite such downsides, research suggests that your 
overall mental health, including your mood, your sense of 
wellbeing and your ability to handle stress, just keeps 
improving right up until the very end of life.  
 
Consider it something to look forward to.  
 
In a recent survey of more than 1,500 San Diego 
residents aged 21 to 99, researchers report that people in 
their 20s were the most stressed out and depressed, while 
those in their 90s were the most content.  
 
There were no dips in wellbeing in midlife, and no tapering 
off of wellbeing at the end of life.  
 
Instead scientists found a clear, linear relationship between 
age and mental health. The older people were, the happier 
they felt.  
 
“The consistency was really striking,” said Dilip Jeste, 
director of the UC San Diego Center for Healthy Aging and 
senior author of the study. “People who were in older life 
were happier, more satisfied, less depressed, had less 
anxiety and less perceived stress than younger 
respondents. ” 
 
These results were published in the Journal of Clinical 
Psychology.  
 
Experts on the psychology of aging say the new findings 
add to a growing body of research that suggests there are 
emotional benefits to getting older.  
 
“In the literature it’s called the paradox of aging,” said Laura 
Carstensen, director of the Stanford Center on Longevity, 
who was not involved in the work. “How can it be that given 
the many well-documented losses that occur with age, we 
also see this improvement in emotional well-being?” 
 
As it happens, Carstensen does not think this is a paradox 
at all. In her own work, she has found evidence that 
people’s goals and reasoning change as they come to 
appreciate their mortality and recognize that there time on 
Earth is finite.  
 
“When people face endings they tend to shift from goals 
about exploration and expanding horizons to ones about 
savoring relationships and focusing on meaningful 
activities,” she said. “When you focus on emotionally 
meaningful goals, life gets better, you feel better, and the 
negative emotions become less frequent and more fleeting 
when they occur. ”  
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Jeste defines wisdom as a mutli-component personality trait 
that includes empathy, compassion, self-knowledge, and 
openness to new ideas, decisiveness, emotional regulation 
and doing things for others rather than for yourself.  
 
“As we get older, we make better social decisions because 
we are more experienced, and that’s where wisdom comes 
into play,” he said.  
 
Another possible explanation for the emotional benefits of 
aging could stem from the physiology of the brain, the 
authors said.  
Brain-imaging studies show that older people are less 
responsive to stressful images than younger people.  
 
When scientists showed older and younger adults pictures 
of a smiling baby — an image designed to make everyone 
happy — both groups exhibited increased activation in the 
part of the brain associated with emotion. However, while a 
disturbing image of a car accident evoked a lot of activity in 
the emotional region of the brain of young people, older 
people had a much more subdued response.  
 
Another important finding of the study is that despite our 
culture’s obsession with youth, it turns out that the 20s and 
30s are generally a very stressful time for many young 
adults who are plagued by anxiety and depression. “This 
‘fountain of youth’ is associated with a far worse level of 
psychological well-being than during any other period of 
adulthood,” the authors said.  
 
They noted that there are many pressures unique to this life 
phase including establishing a career, finding a life partner 
and navigating financial issues. Older adults may not have 
to deal with these stressors as much. 
 
Carstensen said the study had major implications, especially 
considering that within just a few years, more people on 
the planet will be over 60 than under 15.  
 
“Policy leaders are saying, ‘How are we going to cope with 
all these old people?’ ” she said. “But populations who are in 
good mental health, emotionally stable, more grateful, and 
more likely to forgive are a pretty great resource for a 
society with so much strife and war. ” 
 
OUR 2016 CORPORATE MEMBERS 
We love how our corporate members show their 
appreciation for the historic built environment by becoming 
members. Our historic buildings are such a special resource 
of Mason City. Historic buildings represent the physical 
memories of life as it was lived during a previous time. If you 
are friends with the owners of any local businesses please 
encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
http://www.stockmanhouse.org/become-a-member and 
follow the directions to join.  
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As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize our valued corporate members with your 
business.  
ACCORD ARCHITECTURE 
BERGLAND + CRAM ARCHITECTS 
BERRY LAW 
BURGMEIER DENTISTRY 
CENTRAL PARK DENTISTRY 
CLAUSEN PLUMBING & HEATING 
DUGGAN PAINTING SERVICE 
GODFATHER'S PIZZA 
HAWKEYE AUTO BODY 
HEARING ASSOCIATES 
HENKEL CONSTRUCTION CO 
HERTZ FARM MANAGEMENT INC 
HISTORIC PARK INN 
HY-VEE EAST #2 
ITC MIDWEST 
JEFFREY REPAIR 
JOHANSEN WELDING & FABRICATION 
JON L HARDINGER DDS 
KGLO/ALPHA MEDIA 
KINGLAND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
LEHIGH CEMENT COMPANY LLC 
METALCRAFT INC 
MIDLAND CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
NORTH CENTRAL MECHANICAL SERVICES 
NORTH IOWA COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 
NORTH IOWA EYE CLINIC PC 
NORTH IOWA GOLF CENTER & DRIVING RANGE 
NUTRIQUEST 
PETERSEN PLAZA 
SCHUPICK & ASSOCIATES PC 
TIERNEY PROPERTIES 
WAGGONER AND WINEINGER ARCHITECTS 
WRIGHT ON THE PARK 
 
IMPACT OF THE ARTS & CULTURE ON COMMUNITY 
Why are culture and the arts important? Most people who 
participate in art and cultural activities would say that these 
activities enhance the quality of their lives - they bring about 
personal enjoyment, enriching perspectives, intellectual 
stimulation, and opportunities for public involvement. But the 
arts and culture also have broader impacts beyond the 
individual level. They can fuel community and economic 
development. 
 
Building Community 
Because art is about crossing boundaries and seeing things 
in different ways it can be a vehicle for public discussion, 
understanding social issues, and building social 
connections. Through participation and political action, 
citizens can shape their community to better reflect their 
values. 
 
Art, for example, can be used to engage people in 
neighborhood revitalization. A decaying building can be 
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transformed into one with productive uses or an abandoned 
area can be converted into a community garden. These 
activities help develop community identity and collective 
pride. Art can also be used to engage youth in civic activities 
such as beautifying urban spaces by painting wall murals. 
All it takes is some creativity and collective wisdom to think 
of the myriad ways that culture and the arts can be used for 
community benefit. 
 
Economic Development 
Several researchers have argued that people are 
increasingly first choosing where they want to live and then 
seeking employment there. In today's economy, the ability to 
attract and retain creative human talent is the key to 
economic growth. Communities are competing to get the 
most talented and brightest workers by selling them on the 
cultural vibrancy of their communities—the restaurants, art 
galleries, music scene, architecture, public gardens, and so 
on. In fact, the cities that are most successful in attracting 
workers are the ones that have exciting art and cultural 
offerings. The arts and culture sector is an integral part of 
the new economy.  
Source: http://artsandculture.msu.edu/about/impact.aspx 
 
2016-17 WINTER TOUR SEASON SCHEDULE 
During our off-season (November thru April) we will be open 
for tours by appointment only. Please go to our website: 
http://www.stockmanhouse.org/tourbyappt to request a tour 
at least 3 days in advance. Large groups of 10 or more must 
submit their request at least 3 weeks in advance. 
 
WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 
Since our last E-Newsletter we have had 895 people tour 
the Stockman House. According to our AIC guest book we 
had visitors from 39 states and 9 foreign countries 
(Australia, Canada, Germany, India, Italy, Mexico, Sweded, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom).  
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DINNER  
 
The RCSHP Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner was held 
on October 28th. Kathy Kinsey chaired the event at the First 
Presbyterian Church. The meal was catered by Hy-Vee with 
dessert from Pies and More. Special thank-you goes out to 
all fifty volunteers who gave of themselves so that we could 
share our site with the 3,500 plus visitors who came from 
around the world this season. Our volunteers hale from 
Clear Lake, Garner, Manly, Mason City, Nora Springs, 
Plymouth, Rockwell, and Saint Ansgar. 
 

President Chip Kinsey addressed 
the volunteers and their spouses and 
shared with them our major 
accomplishments for the year. None 
of these would have been possible 
without the help from our fifty 
volunteers.  
 
Through the efforts of Nancy 
Sweetman and Sandy Ringstrom 
ten new volunteers were recruited for 
our 2016 season. Nancy and Sandy 

trained the docents and Paul Ringstrom trained the 
cashiers to prepare them for our 2016 tourist season. 
Among our new volunteers are three cashiers, three 
docents and three who were trained to do either job.  
 
The Stockman House was acquired in 1989 and after an 
extensive restoration was opened for public tours in the 
spring of 1992. This October marked the completion of our 
25th tourist season and our most successful year ever. 
Revenue from tours, gift shop sales and memberships were 
up 19% and the numbers of tourists were up 34% during our 
tour season (May thru October). 
 
On pages 6 & 7 you will see photos of some of the 
volunteers who attended the Volunteer Recognition Dinner. 
 
E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
All RCSHP members are welcome to submit information, 
contribute a topic, a photo, an article, a book 
recommendation or a book review that you think would be 
appropriate for the next quarterly newsletter. If you know of 
an upcoming event that the membership should be made 
aware of please let me know that, too. These items will be 
published on a space-available basis and with the approval 
of the editor. The deadline for the Spring 2017 E-
Newsletter is February 15th. We welcome and encourage 
your submissions. All submissions should be emailed to: 
info@stockmanhouse.org. — Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter 
Editor 
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New Volunteers for 2016  
L to R: Joyce Deike, Joleen Anderegg, Maryanne Weidenheft and Barb Knoll. Not Pictured: Katie Kelley, Erika Klus, Marty 
Taylor, Janet & Scott Petersen, Dennis Vrba.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers with 2 thru 5 years of service  
L to R Back Row: Sandy Ringstrom, Paul Ringstrom, Jean Casey, Shirley Broderson, Dale Mills, Sandy Thede, Nancy 
Sweetman and Chuck Sweetman.  
L to R First Row: Kathy Kinsey, Nancy Lass, Jennifer Sliwinski, Shirley Kropf, Judy Mills and Colleen Last. Not pictured: 
John Barron, Arlene Gilbert, Suzanne Hofstrand, Dale Jensen, Jackie Pieper, Caryl Lawyer, Carol Rye, and Susan Urbatsch. 
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Volunteers with 6 thru 25 years of service  
L to R Back Row: Chip Kinsey, John Henry, John Duggan, Dave Christensen, Jim Smith, Geri Barker, Jay Thede,  
L to R Front Row: Roz Barron, Joanne Hardinger, Avis Jensen, Mary Balk, Merikay Mestad, Judi Schotanus and Caryl 
Lawyer. Not pictured: Marilyn Lind, Judy Wagner, Bob McCoy and Linda Johnston.  

Special Recognition to those who have been with us from Day One  
L to R: Avis Jensen, (docent), Roz Barron, (docent, BOD, outside flowers), John Duggan (BOD, maintenance, painting, B&G 
Cmte), Dave Christensen (BOD and other ad hoc committees), Jim Smith (docent, cashier, gift shop purchases, and 
operations committee). Not pictured: Linda Johnston (inside flower arrangements) and Bob McCoy (has worn a multitude of 
hats over the years, chairs of multiple committees, restoration of the Stockman House, etc.) 
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FY2017 
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

David Christiansen, Vice President 
Nancy Lass, Rec. Secretary 

Paul Ringstrom, Corr. Sec./Membership 
Sandy Ringstrom, Temporary Treasurer 

Jay Thede, At-Large Director 
Robert McCoy, At-Large Director 

Chuck Sweetman, Buildings & Grounds Cmte Chair 
Judy Wagner, Operations Cmte Chair 

 
CHAIRPERSONS 

Joyce Deike, Tour & Volunteer Scheduler 
Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 

Nancy Lass, Head Cashier 
Nancy Sweetman, Head Docent 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of RCSHP is to restore, preserve, protect, 
own/operate historic and/or architecturally significant 
buildings and sites in Mason City, educate the public 
about historic architecture and encourage others to do 
the same. 
 
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman House 
Museum and The Robert E. McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for public 
tours. 
 
The RCSHP is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization run by 
volunteers and relies on donations, memberships, 
grants, tours and gift shop revenue to maintain our 
buildings and support our activities. Please go to the 
website and click on SUPPORT US to donate or renew 
your membership. 
 
Mailing Address:  
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 
Email Address: info@StockmanHouse.org 
Website URL: www.StockmanHouse.org 

PAGE 8, Vol. 4, No. 4             WINTER 2016 E-NEWSLETTER 


