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ABOUT US 
The River City Society for Historic Preservation (RCSHP) 
owns the Stockman House and adjacent Architectural 
Interpretive Center. RCSHP is a local all-volunteer 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Our operations are supported by 
tax-deductible donations, tour admissions, grants, 
memberships and income from our gift shop.  
 
NEW DOCENTS AND CASHIERS 
We have recruited and trained fourteen new docents and 
cashiers to help with our volunteer needs for 2016. This is in 
addition to the thirty-five volunteers returning from helping 
us last year. We can’t open our door without the outstanding 
contributions of time and energy of these area people. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
June 4, 2016 
Wright & Like 2016 
Description: Sixty Years of Organic Architecture. This 10 
site self-guided tour lets you view the interior and exterior of 
the Hamilton House by Edgar Tafel (a Wright apprentice), 
the Thomas P. Hardy House by Wright, the Thomas House 
by Hans Geyer, and the Erickson House and Postorino 
House, both by John Randal McDonald, along with North 
Bay Village Hall by James Dresser (a Wright apprentice), 
and the Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church by Helmut Ajango. 
Of course no Racine tour would be complete without 
Wingspread and the SC Johnson Administration Building by 
Wright, which will now include tours of the recently opened 
Research Tower. 
Time: 9AM-5PM 
Location: Tour headquarters is at The Prairie School, 4050 
Lighthouse Drive, Racine, WI 
Website Info: http://www.wrightinwisconsin.org 
 
June 8, 2016 
Lunch and Learn Program 
Description: The DVD “The Home and Studio of FLW” will 
be shown. Come join us as we celebrate Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s birthday on June 8th, we also will be serving cake 
before and after the program. 
Time: 11:45-12:30pm 
Location: Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive Center 
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated 
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June 8, 2016 
Birthday Celebration 
Description: Frank Lloyd 
Wright was born in 1867 so 
this would be his 149th 
birthday. We are celebrating 
by offering half-priced tours 
along with birthday cake. 
Tour Times: 10AM, 11AM and 
1PM.  
Location: Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive Center 
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated 
 
June 18, 2016 
Walter Burley Griffin Annual Meeting 
Description: The 17th annual meeting of the Walter Burley 
Griffin Society of America will be held on Chicago’s far 
south-side in the Beverly/Morgan Park neighborhood. The 
meeting will highlight the group of Griffin’s speculative 
houses built along the city’s gridded streets, plus other low-
cost cottages in the area, and assorted choice buildings. For 
those of you who have not seen these wonderful works, 
here is your chance. For members who attended our 
previous Beverly meeting in 2004, we can assure you that 
there will be much that will be new.  
Time: 9AM 
Location: Art Center of the Morgan Park Academy, 2153 W 
111th St, Chicago, IL 
Website Info: http://www.wbgriffinsociety.org 
 
July 12, 2016 
Lunch and Learn Program 
Description: RCSHP volunteers Nancy and Chuck 
Sweetman will have a Power Point presentation on FLW in 
Arizona. The Arizona Biltmore, Taliesin West, the Dave & 
Gladys Wright House, and other buildings by Wright will be 
covered in this presentation. 
Time: 11:45-12:30pm 
Location: Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive Center 
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated 
 
August 16, 2016 
Lunch and Learn Program 
Description: RCSHP volunteers Colleen Last and John 
Henry researched this topic last winter and have produced 
the Power Point presentation: “Meet the Stockmans.” You 
will discover that that the Stockman’s were a very 
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remarkable couple for that period in history. 
Time: 11:45-12:30pm 
Location: Robert E. McCoy Architectural Interpretive Center 
Cost: FREE, donations appreciated 
  
November 2-6, 2016 
Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy Annual 
Conference 
Description: Wright's Late Years, 1946-59 
Location: San Francisco, California. Conference hotel: 
Hilton San Francisco Financial District.  
Website Info: SaveWright.org. 
 
BONNIE E. McCOY  (1935-2016) 
We offer our condolences to 
Robert E. McCoy on the loss 
of his wife of almost fifty-eight 
years. Bonnie was a 
volunteer with the MacNider 
Museum from its beginning as 
well as many other 
community organizations. 
Bob has been a Board 
member with the RCSHP 
from it beginning. Memorials 
may be directed to the 
MacNider Art Museum 
Foundation or the First Presbyterian Church. Online 
condolences may be left for the family at: 
www.majorericksonfuneralhome.com. 
 
NEW HIGHWAY SIGNAGE 

New Stockman House signage has been installed on US18 
Exit 186. This project was partially paid for with a grant from 
Visit Mason City. 
 
2016 FRIEND OF PRESERVATION AWARD 
At the annual meeting of the River City Society for Historic 
Preservation, the Friend of Preservation Award was given to 
two co-recipients.  
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Tricia Sandahl (representing the city) and Dan Robeson 
(representing Community Benefit-Mason City), worked 
together on the moving, saving and restoration of four 
historic houses relocated from the 2008 flood. Tricia, as 
Planning & Zoning Manager for the city of Mason City, was 
the coordinator and contact person for the FEMA flood 
buyouts. 
 
Our other co-recipient, Community Benefit-Mason City, is an 
organization created by the financing plan of the 
restoration/rehabilitation of the Historic Park Inn Hotel.  $1.5 
million from the New Market Tax Credits from the hotel 
project funded Community Benefit-Mason City. 
 
Dan Robeson is President of Iowa Community Development 
and a member of Community Benefit-Mason City along with 
Kirk Johnson, Robin Anderson (Executive Director of the 
Mason City Chamber of Commerce), Scott Moorman and 
Dennis Reidel, both local businessmen. 
 
Dan said his organization realized Mason City has become 
a "must-see" designation for historic architecture and 
agreed to help with the moving of these historic houses. 
 
Four houses damaged by the 2008 flood were saved and 
relocated. The most arguably significant is the Art Moderne 
“Egloff House”, as well as a Tudor-style house, a stone 
house and a “Four Square,” all of which have now been 
moved and relocated on their new lots, on or near East 
State Street, near downtown in what is called the Historic & 
Cultural District. They are located on the corridor from the 
Wright-designed Historic Park Inn hotel to the Wright-
designed Stockman House and the neighboring Rock Crest/ 
Rock Glen area, which is now pending “National Registry” 
and, hopefully, “National Landmark” status.  
 
In order to accomplish the lofty goal of saving and moving 
some of the flood damaged houses it was necessary to first 
come to financial terms with the owners of the houses 
(something that took several years to resolve) and also to 
decide which houses could or should be saved.  Gradually 
two things happened: first, the flood-damaged houses and 
buildings of Mason City were either repaired, torn down, or 
saved; and secondly, several mostly derelict houses on or 
near east state street were purchased and then torn down to 
create lots to receive the flood damaged houses.  In 
hindsight, these 
tasks may have 
been the 
easiest of the 
many other 
challenges that 
our co-
recipients faced 
over those 
years. 

L to R: Chip Kinsey, Tricia Sandahl, Dan Robeson 
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NEW TOUR & VOLUNTEER SCHEDULER NEEDED 
The part-time position of Tour & Volunteer Scheduler is 
currently vacant and needs to be filled with a new person. If 
you know of anyone who may be interested in this 
independent contractor position that pays a monthly stipend, 
please contact Chip Kinsey (641) 423-8061. The person 
does not need to be an RCSHP member or volunteer, but 
they must be detail oriented, comfortable with Microsoft 
Excel and have the ability to create and send group emails. 
 
HISTORIC HOUSES SOLD 
YEAH!, Both the Sam Schneider House (525 E State St) 
and the Arthur Rule House (11 Rock Glen) have recently 
sold to new preservation-minded owners. 
 
CASH REGISTER SOFTWARE 
We were forced to 
change software 
providers for our two-
year old iPad-based cash register after our provider was 
acquired by another company and exited the point-of-sale 
(POS) business. The highly rated ShopKeep.com Inc. 
provides our new software. After re-training our current 
cashiers the general consensus is that is easier to operate, 
but some procedures have to be changed. This software 
was chosen after an extensive search. Merchant Maverick 
rated this software as 5 stars and said in their review: “The 
bottom line is that ShopKeep is too compelling to be 
overlooked if you’re a small business. It’s lean, fast, and 
affordable—tailor-made to fit right in to your operation.” 
 
WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 
Since our last E-Newsletter, according to our guest book, 
we had visitors at the AIC from 21 states (AK, AL, AR, CA, 
CO, FL, IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, NC, NE, NH, NM, OH, OK, SD, 
TX, WA, WI) and 4 foreign countries: Australia, Canada, 
Japan, and Switzerland. 
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QUOTE 
The architect must be a prophet... a prophet in the true 
sense of the term... if he can't see at least ten years ahead 
don't call him an architect. – Frank Lloyd Wright 
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE MAINTENANCE 
The Stockman House will have a portion of its stucco soffit 
replaced on the SE corner in the next few weeks. 
 
AIC MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS 
An ADA stair lift will be installed soon to allow handicapped 
access to the AIC basement. The water heater has been 
replaced. The AIC Gallery displays have been remodeled 
with new acoustical fabric coverings on the walls along with 
the consolidation of all of the numerous light switches into 
one control panel by the front door. The AIC photo displays 
are in the process of being remounted and reconfigured. 
 
FLW IN THE NEWS 
If you are interested in learning more about FLW you might 
like to know that since our last E-Newsletter we have posted 
links to over eleven current articles from newspapers, 
magazines and blogs of news events related to Wright and 
his buildings. Go to http://www.stockmanhouse.org. To read 
these articles just click on FLW NEWS & EVENTS and then 
on FLW in the News. 
 
THE SECRET TO A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER LIFE: JUST 
RETIRE 
 
Retirement, contrary to popular opinion, is not the time in 
which your satisfaction with life declines and your health 
deteriorates. Instead, it’s the exact opposite: Retirement is 
likely to improve your overall happiness and health, 
according to a recent working paper published by the 
National Bureau of Economic Research. And that 
improvement happens immediately, according to the 
authors of the paper, Aspen Gorry and Devon Gorry, both 
professors at Utah State University, and Sita Slavov, a 
professor at George Mason University. 
 
Below, Aspen Gorry answers some questions about the 
study, its implications, and what those planning for 
retirement should take away from the study. 
Q: What were the study’s goals? 
A: We wanted to study the effect of retirement on people’s 
well being and health as well as their health-care utilization.  
 
Q: Can you describe your findings? 
A: We find that retirement improves both happiness and 
health and that life satisfaction improves immediately upon 
retirement and these effects are long lasting. While we don’t 
find immediate effects on measurable health outcomes, we 
do find positive health impacts four or more years beyond 
retirement. This finding is consistent with the idea that 
health changes slowly over time so that retirement can have 
long-term health benefits. We find no effect of retirement on 
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health care utilization. 
 
Q: What surprised you most about the findings? 
A: We were surprised that the positive impact of retirement 
on reported well being was long lasting as many life events 
have been found to have only short-run effects that fade 
over time. We believe that this finding is the result of data 
that covers a longer time period. Finally, our findings 
suggest that these health benefits are not the result of 
increased health care utilization, as most measures of 
utilization are not affected by retirement. 
 
Q: What findings were expected? 
A: We were not surprised to find that retirement led to an 
immediate increase in life satisfaction as previous research 
has found that people are happier after they retire. 
 
A: What are the implications for those saving for retirement? 
Q: I think a lot of people look forward to retirement and our 
study suggests that on average people are happier in 
retirement and some health limitations improve. It appears 
to be a good period in life. 
 
Robert Powell is editor of Retirement Weekly, published by 
MarketWatch 
 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Merikay Mestad has been a cashier for eight years. Before 
retiring she was an English teacher for 34 years at Garner-
Hayfield High School. She is very interesting in being a local 
volunteer as a way to give back to the community. Besides 
RCSHP, Kay volunteers at the Genealogy Room at the MC 
Library, Meals on Wheels in Garner, Friend of the MC 
Library, Retired Mason City Area Teachers, and Church 
Circle at the United Methodist Church in Garner. She also 
enjoys gardening and traveling.  
 
Growing up in MC and attending the Methodist Church here 
in town she was quite aware of FLW, the Stockman House, 
Rock Crest/Rock Glen from an early age. The Stockman 
House was previously located where the church parking lot 
now is. She has traveled to over twenty Wright Sites 
throughout the country. Her regular shift is Sunday 
afternoons from 12:30-3:30pm. Kay says she really enjoys 
talking to the visitors who stop in and hear their amazement 
at what a wonderful town we have.  
 
Her advice to someone who might want to become an 
RCSHP volunteer is that it gives you a chance to meet 
interesting people from all over the world and gives you the 
opportunity to work with a great group of civic-minded 
volunteers. 
  
OUR 2016 CORPORATE MEMBERS 
We love how our corporate members show their 
appreciation for the historic built environment by becoming 
members. Our historic buildings are such a special resource 
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of Mason City. Historic buildings represent the physical 
memories of life as it was lived during a previous time. If you 
are friends with the owners of any local businesses please 
encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on Support Us and 
follow the directions to join. 
 
As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize our valued corporate members with your 
business. 
ACCORD ARCHITECTURE 
BERGLAND + CRAM ARCHITECTS 
BERRY LAW 
BURGMEIER DENTISTRY 
CENTRAL PARK DENTISTRY 
CLAUSEN PLUMBING & HEATING 
DUGGAN PAINTING SERVICE 
GODFATHER'S PIZZA 
HAWKEYE AUTO BODY 
HEARING ASSOCIATES 
HENKEL CONSTRUCTION CO 
HERTZ FARM MANAGEMENT INC 
HISTORIC PARK INN 
HY-VEE EAST #2 
ITC MIDWEST 
JEFFREY REPAIR 
JOHANSEN WELDING & FABRICATION 
JON L HARDINGER DDS 
KGLO/ALPHA MEDIA 
KINGLAND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
LEHIGH CEMENT COMPANY LLC 
METALCRAFT INC 
MIDLAND CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
NORTH CENTRAL MECHANICAL SERVICES 
NORTH IOWA COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 
NORTH IOWA EYE CLINIC PC 
NORTH IOWA GOLF CENTER & DRIVING RANGE 
NUTRIQUEST 
PETERSEN PLAZA 
SCHUPICK & ASSOCIATES PC 
TIERNEY PROPERTIES 
WAGGONER AND WINEINGER ARCHITECTS 
WRIGHT ON THE PARK 
 
2016 SUMMER TOUR SEASON 
We have added a 10AM and 11AM tour on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Our normal schedule of tours at 
10AM, 11AM, 1PM, 2PM and 3PM on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and 1PM, 2PM and 3PM on Sunday remains the 
same. Appointment for Individual, Small Group or Large 
Group tours can be made on our website during times when 
we don’t have regularly scheduled tours. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
We have set a new record of 308 RCSHP members for 
calendar year 2016, including 33 corporate members. This 
is an increase of 87% from 2013. 12% of our members are 
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from outside of Mason City. 
 
RCSHP members can receive a 10% member discount at 
the AIC gift shop (upon presentation of your membership 
card) on all non-consignment items. Free member tours are 
available only during regularly scheduled tours from May — 
October.  
 
E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
All RCSHP members are welcome to submit information, 
contribute a topic, a photo, an article, a book 
recommendation or a book review that you think would be 
appropriate for the next quarterly newsletter. If you know of 
an upcoming event that the membership should be made 
aware of please let me know that, too. These items will be 
published on a space-available basis and with the approval 
of the editor. The deadline for the Fall 2016 E-Newsletter is 
August 15th. We welcome and encourage your submissions. 
All submissions should be emailed to: 
info@StockmanHouse.org. 
— Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter Editor 
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FY2016 
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

David Christiansen, Vice President 
Nancy Lass, Rec. Secretary 

Paul Ringstrom, Cor. Sec./Membership 
Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
Jay Thede, At-Large Director 

Robert McCoy, At-Large Director 
Chuck Sweetman, Buildings & Grounds Cmte Chair 

Judy Wagner, Operations Cmte Chair 
 

STAFF 
Paul Ringstrom, Temporary Tour&Volunteer Scheduler 

Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of RCSHP is to restore, preserve, protect, 
own/operate historic and/or architecturally significant 
buildings and sites in Mason City, educate the public 
about historic architecture and encourage others to do 
the same. 
 
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman House 
Museum and The Robert E. McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for public 
tours. 
 
The RCSHP is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization run by 
volunteers and relies on donations, memberships, 
grants, tours and gift shop revenue to maintain our 
buildings and support our activities. Please go to the 
website and click on SUPPORT US to donate or renew 
your membership. 
 
Mailing Address:  
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 
Email Address: 
info@StockmanHouse.org 
Website URL: www.StockmanHouse.org 
 


