
WANTED:  ARCHITECTURAL HUNTERS 

The River City Society for Historic Preservation welcomes your participation in an Architectural Hunt.  
From now until the end of September, we need your help to locate homes and buildings which show 
the basic elements of the Prairie School Style of Architecture.  

The Stockman House is a prime example, as well as are the historic homes in the Rock Crest/Rock 
Glen neighborhood; but rather than those familiar ones, we are interested in locating other Prairie 
School Style buildings yet to be discovered in Mason City.  Some may even have been recently built! 

As you are out taking walks, rides, or drives around town, please keep an eye out for Prairie School 
Style homes and buildings.  We would very much appreciate your sharing your discoveries with us!   

Email photographs of your findings to stockmaneduc@gmail.com and be sure to tell us where you 
discovered them!  Please note:  Photographs of private homes can only be taken from public access 
areas such as from the sidewalk or the street.  Submitted photos will become the property of River 
City Society for Historic Preservation solely for the purpose of determining the influence of Prairie 
School Architecture in the community. 

So that we can reward you for your efforts, please also give us your name and contact information, as 
participants* will be given a private tour of an upcoming new gallery exhibit at the McCoy Architectural 
Interpretive Center entitled, “Building the Prairie” at the conclusion of the hunt.  

*If participation exceeds our ability to keep everyone socially distant, we will randomly select as many 
participants as possible in order to have a safe guided tour of the new gallery displays.  

WHAT TO HUNT FOR: 
EXTERNAL FEATURES OF PRAIRIE SCHOOL STYLE ARCHITECTURE 

 1-2 Stories in Height 

 Projecting or Cantilevered Roofs or Porches 

 Low-pitched or Flat Roof 

 Extended Overhanging Eaves 

 Prominent Horizontal Lines 

 Horizontally Grouped Windows 

 Clerestory Windows 

 Broad Central Chimney 

 External Siding of Stucco, Stone or Brick 

 Entrance not Front & Center 

 Ornamentation “Built-In”  

 No References to European Styles 

 Design Based on Function 

 Integrated Landscape or Environment 
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Please provide the following information when you submit your photos to 
stockmaneduc@gmail.com:  

1) The location of where you discovered a Prairie School Styled building/s. 

2) Your name and contact information.  (email or phone number) 

 

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING! 
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