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MASON CITY GETS FLW SCULPTURE 
Globe Gazette 
May 15, 2014 
By Arian Schuessler 
 
MASON CITY | Blueprints 
tucked under his arm and 
sporting a flowing cape and 
hat, a larger-than-life bronze 
statue in the likeness of Frank 
Lloyd Wright was lowered 
onto a limestone pedestal 
May 14th. 
 
The artist, Martha Pettigrew 
of Kearney, Neb., supervised 
as her work, "An American 
Architect." It was installed on 
permanent display in Central 
Park facing the Wright-
designed Historic Park Inn 
Hotel. 
 
"It went smoother than most," 
said Pettigrew. "We’ve 
installed a lot of big pieces 
and this went very, very well." 
 
The sculpture was paid for by 
the Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation, according to 
Robin Anderson, president 
and CEO of the Mason City 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
"We were really involved in the Vision Iowa project that led 
to the restoration of the (Historic Park Inn) hotel so we 
thought this was a nice way to cap it off," said Anderson, 
who watched as workers from Larry Elwood Construction 
Inc. in Mason City put the 400-pound statue in place. 
 
Pettigrew was happy to see the project completed. "It feels 
really terrific. This has been a long, long project. I started 
this over a year ago. I’m just so happy it’s been installed," 
she said. Looking over her shoulder at the hotel, she added, 
"It looks like it belongs here." 
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Story and photo reprinted with permission courtesy of the 
Mason City Globe Gazette 
 

2014 MEMBERSHIP 
INCREASE 
We are happy to report that 
the RCSHP has increased our 
2014 membership numbers by 
over 58% compared to 2013. 
We are extremely grateful to 
all of you who continue to 
support our efforts year after 
year. Please encourage your 
friends to join us. Membership 
dues are only $25 or $40 for a 
couple and entitle you to a 
10% discount in our gift shop. 
We also offer a Wright Sites 
Reciprocal Membership 
($125) that will allow you to 
tour 15 Wright buildings 
around the country with no 
admission charge during the 
year. Corporate memberships 
are also available for $100 
and include a free tour of the 
Stockman House for up to 10 
employees (during the regular 
tour season, reservations 
necessary). 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING AWARDS 
 
HERITAGE AWARD  
The Heritage award is given to persons who, at their own 
expense, restore a significant historic building to its original 
appearance while keeping its qualities for functional living 
contemporary enough to attract future owners. In this way 
they are ensuring its survival for future generations.  
 
This year’s award was presented to Gary and Anne Schmit, 
owners of the Walter Burley Griffin designed Harry Page 
House (1912). 
 
(Editor’s note: Gary Schmit is the President of Henkel 
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Construction Company. Henkel was the Construction 
Manager for the restoration of the Historic Park Inn Hotel 
and City National Bank. Founded in 1892, Henkel currently 
has offices in Mason City and Ames, Iowa.) 

 
According to the Schmit’s neighbor Bob McCoy, “When a 
competitive contractor for the construction of commercial 
buildings, who is also experienced in historic preservation, 
bought the historic Page House next door to us, we 
wondered what changes would be made. Contractor’s 
trailers appeared, and remained parked next door for 
several days, it served to heighten the suspense of 
anticipation. They would be replaced by an unending parade 
of electrician’s trucks, plumber’s trucks, painter’s trucks, and 
plasterer’s trucks. Virtually none of the various building 
trades seemed to have been omitted. All we could see from 
the outside was that the fascia were repaired and the stucco 
had become a new and lighter color, portending good things 
on the inside. 
 
“When we first entered, it seemed more spacious even 
though many square feet of mirrors were missing and 
marble floors had been replaced with hardwood floors that 
one could easily mistake for original. Simpler furnishings let 
the house shine. The living spaces had been restored to 
their original appearance. The kitchen, baths, and utilitarian 
spaces had been tastefully modernized. Last summer 
extensive improvements to the landscaping and walkways 
concrete were installed. 
 
“In the basement the Schmit’s discovered a mural, behind a 
wall of mirrors which they restored. A famous WPA artist 
named Bob White painted the mural which was 
commissioned by a previous owner of the home, Raymond 
Weston.” 
 
(Editor’s note: Bob White was a brother-in-law of Raymond 
Weston. An interesting short biography of Francis Robert 
White (1907-1986) can be found at: 
http://projects.mtmercy.edu/stonecity/artists/white.html. Bob 
White was also the famous innovator for “fused glass,” an 
example of which can be found at the First Presbyterian 
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Church in Mason City.) 
 
“Because the Schmits have done such a good job of 
gracefully restoring the living spaces while upgrading the 
functions of kitchen, bathrooms and basement, they are 
highly deserving of our River City Society for Historic 
Preservation Heritage award.”  
 
FRIENDS OF PRESERVATION AWARD 
The Friends of Preservation award is given to persons who 
help RCSHP with its mission of preservation or to someone 
who on their own initiative and with their own resources, 
takes on a major role in the preservation, restoration or 
saving of a significant historic building. 
 
This year’s award was presented to Ken and Darlene 
Petersen. 
 
According the Dave Christiansen, “The Petersen’s were the 
former owners of Ken Petersen Builders, Inc., the contractor 
primarily responsible for the rehabilitation and restoration of 
the Stockman House. Ken and his company worked very 
closely with the State of Iowa Historic Architect, Judy 
McClure, to return the house to its 1908 origins, along with 
RCSHP’s superintendent, Herb Kennedy. To help make the 
Stockman House restoration dream into a solid reality, Ken 
and Darlene made a very generous financial contribution to 
our efforts. At the time of its completion, in 1993, 
preservationists and Frank Lloyd Wright enthusiasts hailed 
the Stockman House restoration across the country. During 
the last twenty years, the house has drawn thousands of 
visitors from the USA and across the globe. 

“After selling the business (now known as Kramer Petersen 
Construction) and ‘retiring’ Ken has stayed active as the 
owner of Petersen Plaza and in Mason City’s Main Street 
program. Darlene has kept busy as the owner of the Hair 
Den. Ken has stayed affiliated with RCSHP over the years 
by donating his time and energy to help our organization 
with a variety of projects. 
 
“After RCSHP built the AIC in 2011, Darlene served as its 
first gift shop manager. 
 
“Their commitment to historic preservation for over twenty 
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years more than qualifies them to receive the River City 
Society’s Friends of Preservation Award.” 
 
RCSHP FY2014 HIGHLIGHTS 
Here is a listing of the RCSHP’s highlights from the past 
year in no particular order: 
! 8,191 people visited our new website. (9.3% non-USA, 

89.3% first-time visitors) (donation) 
! Started a quarterly E-Newsletter for our members 
! Installed new bike racks at the AIC (donation) 
! Hosted Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
! Installed new flooring behind the AIC desk 
! Hosted 1st Annual Holiday Wine & Cheese Party for 

members 
! Produced a new video tour of the 2nd floor of the 

Stockman House for physically-challenged tourists 
! Received the Petersen-Harlan Award from the State 

Historical Society of Iowa 
! Participated in the NEH Landmarks of America 

Workshop for teachers 
! Installed a security system at the AIC (grant) 
! Installed decorative metal trellis on the north property 

line of the AIC (grant+donation) 
! Installed new benches on the SW entry patio of the AIC 

(grant+donation) 
! Sponsored a talk by author Vince Michael on his book: 

The Architecture of Barry Byrne 
! Replaced several sections of sidewalks at Stockman 

House entry area 
! Co-sponsored, with WOTP, a FLW Film Festival & 

Lecture Series 
! Adopted new job descriptions for Tour & Operations 

Coordinator, Volunteer Scheduler, and Gift Shop 
Manager. 

! Enacted a Gift Shop Policy & Email Voting Policy 
! Created new Consignment Agreements with all of our 

local consignors 
! Installed new “Interlocking Squares” sculpture outside 

the AIC (donations) 
! Increased corporate memberships from 1 last year to 

24 this year 
! Completed Phase 1 of the Library/Office project in the 

basement of the AIC (partial grant) 
! Participated in an Alliant Energy Audit of both buildings 
! Installed a new brochure rack in the AIC (donation) 
! Tour & Operations Coordinator attended Froebel USA 

Conference and the FLW Foundation’s Wright Site 
Directors Summit 

! Installed new iPad-based cash register/inventory 
system in the AIC (donation) 

! Increased the RCSHP Volunteer Team from 38 to 49 
this year—an increase of over 28% 

! Increased membership from 165 last year to 262 this 
year—an increase of over 58% 

! Adopted a revised Conflicts/Confidentiality Policy 
Pledge for Directors and Employees 

! Installed new gift shop locked storage in the AIC 
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! Purchased panic buttons for the docents, that ties into 
the Security System that will immediately call the Police 
if there is a problem. 

! Increased gift shop inventory for the 2014 tour season 
! Adopted FY2015 grant request priorities to focus on the 

remediation of identified energy deficiencies in both 
buildings 

! Educated 2,507 tourists, both national and 
international, about Frank Lloyd Wright, the Stockman 
House and Prairie School Architecture 

! Proposed a revised/updated RCSHP Constitution & 
Bylaws 

 
WALTER BURLEY GRIFFIN SOCIETY 
The Walter Burley Griffin Society of America held their 15th 
Annual Conference in Mason City on May 30-31st. Lectures 
on Griffin by a variety of experts and a housewalk featuring 
the interiors of eleven houses in the historic Rock 
Crest/Rock Glen neighborhood was held. Over 100 people 
visited Mason City for this event. 
 
REVISED/UPDATED CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 
At the RCSHP Annual meeting of members on April 22, 
2014, a revised/updated Constitution & Bylaws was 
approved by the membership. If you would like to read a 
copy of the document go to: 
http://www.stockmanhouse.org/#!bylaws/c646 
 
NEW DVD WINS AWARDS 
The new DVD: Wright on the Park: Saving the City National 
Bank and Hotel commissioned by and produced for Wright 
on the Park (WOTP) has won two 2014 Telly Awards. When 
the bank and hotel opened in 1910, it was the pride of 
Mason City. Yet less than sixteen years later it had begun a 
long, slow decline to near ruin. This DVD tells the story of 
one of Wright’s most distinctive 
commissions, the determined 
efforts by a community to save 
it, the 21st Century restoration 
and the adaptive reuse of the 
last remaining hotel by 
America’s foremost architect. 
 
The movie was produced by 
Jane King Hession and Bill 
Olexy of Modern House 
Productions. They won an 
award for overall production 
and another for writing.  
 
Jane King Hession, an 
architectural historian, writer 
and curator. She is co-author 
of two books: Ralph Rapson: 
Sixty Years of Modern Design, 
and Frank Lloyd Wright in New 
York: The Plaza Years, 1954-
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1959. Hession is past president of the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Building Conservancy and the Minnesota Chapter of the 
Society of Architectural Historians. She has lectured widely, 
authored numerous articles on architectural subjects, and 
curated exhibitions for prominent art museums. 
 
Bill Olexy is an Emmy Award-winning video 
writer/producer/director. He has over twenty-five years of 
experience in technical engineering, broadcast journalism, 
commercial production, field production for a nationally 
syndicated television series and management of a major 
federal government video production facility. He also taught 
video production at the college level.  
 
The Telly Awards is the premier award honoring the finest 
film and video productions, groundbreaking web 
commercials, videos and films, and outstanding local, 
regional, and cable TV commercials and programs. 
 
This video is available for purchase at the Architectural 
Interpretive Center Gift Shop for $25. 
 
FLW FILM & LECTURE SERIES 
This new series was held eleven times from January 
through May of 2014. The total attendance was 478. The 
lecture parts of this series were funded by grants from the 
Iowa Arts Council, the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, Wright on the Park, 
the River City Society for Historic Preservation, Ann 
MacGregor, US Bancorp Foundation, Clear Lake Bank and 
Trust, Pat Schultz WOTP Education Committee Chair, the 
local architecture firms of Bergland and Cram, Skott and 
Anderson Architects, and Accord Architecture. 
 
RON MCCREA, AUTHOR 
On Thursday, April 24th, as part of our FLW Film & Lecture 
Series (co-sponsored by RCSHP and WOTP) an overflow 
crowd heard Ron McCrea from Madison, WI speak about 
his original research on the first Taliesin and his new book 
Building Taliesin. [Editor’s Note: Taliesin 1 dates from 1911 
to August 15, 1914 when an arsonist started a fire which 
destroyed the living quarters but not the studio. This was the 
fire in which seven people were murdered. Taliesin 2 dates 
from 1914 to April 20, 1925 when a fire (no casualties) 
caused by an electrical problem again devastated the living 
quarters. Taliesin 3 dates from 1925 to the present.] 
 
In his presentation Ron shared many never before seen 
historic photographs and personal stories of the men and 
women who worked with Wright at that time. As serendipity 
would have it one of the men discussed was a 1912 Taliesin 
draftsman, George Elgh. George’s grandson was in the 
audience. 
 
Ron’s book (available at the AIC Gift Shop) describes 
through letters, memoirs, contemporary documents, and a 
stunning assemblage of photographs - many of which have 
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never before been published. Ron tells the fascinating story 
of the building of Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin which would 
be the architect's primary residence for the rest of his life. 
Included are photos taken by Wright's associates that show 
rare views of Taliesin under construction and illustrate 
Wright's own recollections of the first summer there and the 
craftsmen who worked on the site. 
 
The book also brings to life Wright's "kindred spirit, she for 
whom Taliesin had first taken form," Mamah Borthwick 
Cheney. Wright and Mrs. Cheney had each abandoned their 
families to be together, causing a scandal that reverberated 
far beyond Wright's beloved Wisconsin valley. The shocking 
murder and fire that took place at Taliesin in August 1914 
brought this first phase of life at Taliesin to a tragic end. 
 

Ron McCrea is a prize-winning journalist and former Alicia 
Patterson Fellow who worked on the news desks of "New 
York Newsday," the "San Jose Mercury News," the 
"Washington Post," the "Washington Star," the "Boston 
Globe," and the "Capital Times" in Madison, Wisconsin 
where he served for a decade as city editor. He appears in 
the documentary "Mysteries and Scandals: Frank Lloyd 
Wright" and BBC’s "Frank Lloyd Wright: Murder, Myth and 
Modernism," and wrote the script for “The Making of 
Monona Terrace: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Last Public Building,” 
a finalist at the New York Film Festival. He serves on the 
board of directors of AIA Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Society 
of Architects, and was the communications director for 
Wisconsin governor Tony Earl. He holds degrees from 
Albion College and the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy at Tufts University and lives in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 
 
DAVID PATTERSON, MUSICAL HISTORIAN 
On Thursday, May 22nd, as part of the FLW Film & Lecture 
Series (co-sponsored by RCSHP and WOTP), we hosted a 
presentation by David Patterson on the topic of The Music 
of William C. Wright. David has researched this topic and 
discovered the original musical compositions of Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s father. He then brought the subject to life by having 
those compositions recorded by professional musicians and 
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produced a CD of the same name. 

 
The happiest moments in Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Autobiography appear in his stories of the very musical 
household in which he was raised—memories of piano 
lessons, family sing-alongs ("happy riots"), organ-bellow 
pumping marathons and ensemble rehearsals. All of these 
memories revolve around his father, William Carey Wright—
not just a minister but also a lawyer, a country doctor, AND 
a musician and composer who wrote and published songs, 
piano pieces and organ works for almost fifty years. 
 
Throughout his life, music was William Wright's greatest 
passion. In addition to his compositions, he also wrote 
instructional books on piano method, organ technique, and 
proper vocal production. Sometimes, professional 
publishers published his works. At others, he published and 
distributed them himself, using his own printing press—his 
production staff at one point including the young Frank. 
William taught music wherever he went and when he moved 
the family to Madison, Wisconsin, he set up his own music 
conservatory with son Frank playing viola in the ensembles. 
 
Ultimately, William Wright's impact on his son was 
formidable. The lessons that he taught about music (such as 
"a symphony is an edifice of sound") were especially potent, 
working their way into Frank's fundamental notions of 
architecture. Today, we recognize music as one of Frank 
Lloyd Wright's most important influences. He himself would 
later say that his approach to organic architecture was the 
equivalent to Beethoven's method of motivic development in 
the Fifth Symphony. He made music an integral part of 
apprentice training at Taliesin ("Music is architecture at 
Taliesin just as architecture is a kind of music," he stated), 
and he was never without at least one grand piano—an 
essential tool in his own design process, he claimed. In 
short, music was, as Wright described it, his "sympathetic 
friend"—one of the longest lasting and most dependable of 
all of his personal and professional relationships. 
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David W. Patterson is a musicologist who has served on the 
faculties of the University of Maryland-College Park, the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and the 
University of Chicago. He has been a docent for the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Trust and the Unity Temple Restoration 
Foundation since 2008 and has made the subject of Frank 
Lloyd Wright and music the focus of his professional 
research for the past several years. He is currently 
preparing a book on the topic and has already given 
presentations in the Oak Park/Chicago area as well as for 
the Darwin Martin Restoration Corporation and the State 
Historical Society of Iowa in Iowa City. He is the producer of 
"The Music of William C. Wright: Solo Piano and Vocal 
Works 1847-1893," the very first recording of the music of 
Frank Lloyd Wright's composer-father.  
 
Read more: http://host.madison.com/entertainment/music/a-
new-musical-legacy-for-frank-lloyd-wright-s-
father/article_550efbbb-3d86-5748-83a9-
27675528998d.html#ixzz31hw1oWeK 
 
NEW BENCHES ON SW PATIO INSTALLED 
New benches and planters have been installed on the SW 
patio of the AIC just in time for the 2014 tour season. These 
benches were funded by a grant from the Farrer Foundation 
and a donation from the Mestad Memorial Trust.  

 
QUOTE 
“Go to Nature, thou builder of houses, consider her ways 
and do not be petty and foolish. Let your home appear to 
grow easily from its site and shape it to sympathize with the 
surroundings if Nature is manifest there, and if not, try and 
be as quiet, substantial, and organic as she would have 
been if she had the chance. In other words, give the matter 
some intelligent thought, backed by artistic feeling if you can 
command it, then go to the woods for your color schemes 
and not to the ribbon counter at ‘Field's’.” —FLW, The 
Architect and the Machine, 1894 
 
NEW iPAD CASH REGISTER 
The new iPad Point of Sales System (aka Cash Register) is 
now operational. The latest technology keeps getting 
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cheaper. Systems like this, that ran off a dedicated PC 
server, just a few years ago cost well over $10,000. This 
system works over the Internet wirelessly for about one-
sixth of that price. The company we chose to go with does 
not charge non-profit organizations a monthly fee. We only 
have to pay a fee for accepting credit cards, which we were 
already doing with the old system. The cost of this project 
was completely funded by a generous donation earmarked 
for this project by one of our members. Training of our Sales 
Assistants on the new system has been completed and 
other than a few glitches everyone says it is a lot easier than 
the previous cash register. 

 
ALLIANT ENERGY AUDIT 
After under going an Alliant Energy audit, the RCSHP has 
gotten several bids to improve the energy efficiency of the 
Stockman House and the Architectural Interpretive Center 
and will be submitting grant requests to several local 
foundations for partial funding. We have recently received a 
generous grant from the Kinney-Lindstrom Foundation to 
partially fund some of the Stockman House energy 
upgrades. 
 
As always donations from our membership are greatly 
appreciated and can be earmarked for projects like this 
that you might like to help fund. 
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE TOUR TIMES 
When you have friends and relatives visiting from out of 
town this summer, remember to bring them to the Stockman 
House for a tour. Tours are $10 and last approximately an 
hour and start at the AIC with a video presentation. From 
June thru August Stockman House tours are by held on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm, 
3pm and on Sunday at 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, no reservations 
required. Please arrive early, as groups are limited to 8 
people. 
 
NEW VOLUNTEERS FOR 2014 
Eleven new RCSHP volunteers have been diligently 
preparing to becoming Stockman House docents, sales 
assistants, or to assist with group tours and other activities 
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in the Architectural Interpretive Center. Most have been 
recruited by a friend that is a current volunteer or have an 
interest in learning more about Frank Lloyd Wright and his 
Prairie School Architecture and sharing that information with 
tourists. In either case, they look forward to meeting new 
people and taking on these new challenges.    
 
Along with our more experienced and seasoned volunteers, 
their time and talents will benefit visitors near and far and 
will contribute to the cultural and economic health of our 
community. Their involvement helps us meet operational 
goals at a time when tourism in Mason City is growing.  
 
We can’t thank all of our volunteers enough. They make 
wonderful things happen.  
 
New Stockman House Docents-In-Training are: 
Karen Douma, Michael Johns, Nancy Lass, Colleen Last, 
Melissa Lovingood, and Jennifer Sliwinski. 
 
New Sales and AIC Assistants-In-Training are: 
Barb Busch, Shirley Kropf, Judy Mills, Dianne Stroup, and 
Jeanette Studt. 
 
NEW BROCHURE RACK 
Nick Sparrow, the Technology Coordinator for Central 
Springs Community Schools, has constructed a beautiful 
new large brochure rack for the AIC. It holds brochures for 
our visitors, Mason City attractions, and Frank Lloyd Wright 
sites that are open to the public throughout the Midwest and 
selected places throughout the country. This project was 
completely funded by a generous donation by Jay and 
Sandy Thede who are both RCSHP volunteers. 

 
CAN YOU HELP? 
70% of our members are from the Mason City area. 
Would you like to help your community? 
 
Such communities as Buffalo, NY and Oak Park, IL as well 
as others are recognizing architectural tourism as a 
significant draw of tourist dollars. With the addition of the 
restored Historic Park Inn (HPI) to our other historic sites, 
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Mason City has joined that list. Since opening, the HPI has 
recorded visitors from every state and over 50 foreign 
countries. Because of this we need your help to represent 
our city to these tourists at the Mason City Architectural 
Interpretive Center and the Stockman House. We are 
always looking for new volunteers to help us as greeters, 
docents, sales assistants, gardeners and window washers.  
 
We would love to have your help! Call 641-423-1923. 
 
SPIRIT OF MERCURY SCULPTURE 
From Roman mythology, Wright selected Mercury, a god of 
finance and commerce, as appropriate for a bank. At 
Wright’s request the American sculptor Richard Bock 
(1865—1949) designed the Spirit of Mercury sculpture for 
use in four light fixtures over the teller cages in the Wright-
designed City National Bank building (1910, Mason City IA). 
A smaller model has now been reproduced from one of the 
original bank statues, which is now owned by the Mason 
City Public Library. Wright on the Park, the non-profit 
organization that restored the City National Bank and Hotel 
building in 2011, in partnership with the Mason City Public 
Library, commissioned these smaller 12” models and are 
making them available for sale to the public. These statues 
are available for purchase at the AIC gift shop for $85.  

 
ANNUAL PRE-SEASON VOLUNTEER MEETING 
On Thursday, April 3rd a meeting was held for our volunteers 
(Sales Assistants, Docents, Greeters and other assistants) 
to help prepare for the new tour season which started May 
3rd. We value all of our volunteers who have made it 
possible for RCSHP to share Mason City’s Prairie School 
Architecture with the world. 
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Stockman House Docents: 

Front Row L to R: Nancy Sweetman, Barb Ryan-Hof, Avis 
Jensen, Penny Anderson, Marilyn Lind, Jennifer Sliwinski, 
Susan Urbatsch 
Back Row L to R: Colleen Last, Jim Smith, Michael Johns, 
Dale Mills, Jay Thede, Chuck Sweetman, Joanne Hardinger, 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
Not Pictured: Mary Balk, Jim Collison, James Faulkner, 
John Henry, Suzanne Hofstrand, Nancy Lass, Caryl Lawyer, 
Melissa Lovingood, and Bob McCoy. 
 
AIC Volunteers: 

Front Row L to R: Shirley Kropf, Judy Mills, Judi Schotanus, 
Geri Barker 
Back Row L to R: Joanne Hardinger, Jim Smith, Sandy 
Thede, Jay Thede, Dale Jensen, Frank Lloyd Wright 
Not pictured: Barb Busch, Arlene Gilbert, Jack Leaman, Kay 
Mestad, Judy Wagner, Dave Lawyer. 
 
FLW EVENTS, EXHIBITS, TOURS AND HOUSEWALKS 
Frank Lloyd Wright may have been dead 55 years, but you’d 
never know it based on his continuing appeal. If you go to 
our website: www.StockmanHouse.org you can find a listing 
of events from around the country that you can participate in 
if you CLICK HERE. 
 
OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS 
A new campaign has been undertaken to increase the 
number of 2014 Corporate Members.  
 
If you are friends with the owners of any local business 
please encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on Support Us and 
follow the directions to join. 
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As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize the RCSHP’s valued corporate members with your 
business. 
 
Accord Architecture 
Bergland+Cram Architects 
Burgmeier Dentistry 
Central Park Dentistry 
Farm Credit Services Of America 
Hawkeye Auto Body 
Henkel Construction Co 
Hertz Farm Management Inc 
Historic Park Inn 
Hy-Vee East #2 
Jon L Hardinger DDS 
Kleen Sweep Construction 
Lehigh Cement Company LLC 
Marquart Concrete Products 
North Iowa Area Community College 
North Iowa Community Credit Union 
NSB Bank 
Petersen Plaza 
Schupick & Associates PC 
Three Eagles Communications 
Tierney Properties 
Varied Industries Corporation 
Westview Apartments Corp Of Mason City 
Wright On The Park 
 
PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS IN JEOPARDY  
On Feb 26th the chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI), released a discussion 
draft tax reform bill that calls for the repeal of the Federal 
Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit. This tax credit is perhaps 
the most important and successful federal financial incentive 
for the preservation and adaptive reuse of income-producing 
historic properties. The federal tax credit also leverages 
significant state level tax incentives. Without these financial 
advantages many projects are not economically viable.  
 
For instance, without these incentives it would have been 
financially impossible to restore Frank Lloyd Wright’s City 
National Bank and Hotel into the Historic Park Inn Hotel in 
Mason City, Iowa. 
 
The historic tax credit has been a crucial tool in preserving 
historic properties for over 30 years. The IRS has issued 
$21 billion in credits while generating more than $26.6 billion 
in direct federal tax revenue.  
 
What can you do? Speak up for Federal Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credits! The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has an easy to use template that you can use 
to contact your representative and tell him/her that you 
support the historic tax credit: 
https://secure2.convio.net/nthp/site/Advocacy?cmd=display
&page=UserAction&id=825#.U26T5l5iFqo 
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The repeal of the historic tax credit would eliminate an 
incentive that has a proven track record of revitalizing 
communities, creating jobs and saving our history and our 
historic architecture.  
 
For more information visit: 
Video: Catalyst for Change: The Federal Historic Tax 
Credits  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-w_ztuk4b4 
 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Arlene Gilbert is 
starting her third 
year as a Sales 
Assistant at the 
AIC. Before 
retiring she was 
a real estate 
broker in Mason 
City. She has 
previously been 
active in a 
variety of 
volunteer 
leadership 
positions, 
serving as 
President of the 
Mason City 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
St.Joseph Mercy 
Hospital 
Divisional Board, Chaired the Capital Campaign for the 
Cancer Clinic, and President of the Mason City Board of 
Realtors. 
 
Arlene became involved with the RCSHP at the urging of a 
long time friend, Dale Jensen is also an AIC Sales 
Assistant, to help in greeting visitors, introducing them to the 
AIC facility, while Dale busy processing sales. From June 
throught August she works with Dale on Friday afternoons. 
 
Arlene’s knowledge of Wright was quite limited before she 
became a RCSHP volunteer. As a Realtor, she always knew 
about the Stockman House and Park Inn Hotel, but both 
were in such disrepair that the value was hidden. Therefore 
the idea of visiting other Wright Sites was non-existant. She 
now sees and hopes many others in our community see the 
crown jewels we have due to the diligent volunteer work of 
many local citizens. Now that they have both been restored 
she is interested in traveling to see what else is out there. 
When asked what surprised her the most as an RCSHP 
volunteer, she stated that the world wide recognition of our 
community and the pride people had in those in the 
community who stood up and saved our landmarks for 
posterity.  
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Besides being an RCSHP volunteer today she enjoys 
gardenting, her home, Mah Jongg, Bridge, Genealogy and 
grandchildren.  
 
Asked what she would like to tell other people who might be 
considering volunteering, she said “We all reach a point 
after retiring where you really have nothing to do and 
nothing to talk about. Your kids have grown and moved 
away. You are not needed to baby-sit the grandkids 
anymore. Volunteering allows you the opportunity to not 
only give back to your community, but gives you the feeling 
of being worthwhile again and brings back a youthful feeling 
and helps you come alive again.” 
 
 
 
 
E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
All members are welcome to submit information, contribute 
a topic, a photo, an article, a book recommendation or a 
book review that you think would be appropriate for the next 
quarterly newsletter. If you know of a coming event that the 
membership should be made aware of please let me know 
that too. The deadline for the Fall 2014 E-Newsletter is 
August 15th. We welcome and encourage your submissions. 
All submissions should be emailed to: 
info@StockmanHouse.org. 
 

— Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 
 
 

FY2015 
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

John Duggan, Vice President 
David Christiansen, Recording Secretary 

Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Sec./Membership 
Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
Jay Thede, At-Large Director 

Robert McCoy, At-Large Director 
Chuck Sweetman, Buildings & Grounds Cmte Chair 

Judy Wagner, Operations Cmte Chair 
 

STAFF 
Judy Wagner, Volunteer Scheduler 

Joanne Hardinger, Tour & Operations Coordinator 
Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of RCSHP is to restore, preserve, protect, 
own/operate historic and/or architecturally significant 
buildings and sites in Mason City, educate the public 
about historic architecture and encourage others to do 
the same. 
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman House 
Museum and the Mason City Architectural Interpretive 
Center, both of which are open for tours to the public. 
 
Mailing Address:  
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 

FRANK 
LLOYD 
WRIGHT 


