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FLW FILM FESTIVAL & LECTURE SERIES 
 
In an effort to increase our educational outreach, the River 
City Society for Historic Preservations (RCSHP) partnered 
with Wright On The Park (WOTP) to offer the 2014 Frank 
Lloyd Wright Film Festival & Lecture Series. The series 
started in January and all the events were held at Mason 
City's Architectural Interpretive Center at 7PM. While the 
admission is FREE, donations are always appreciated. The 
lectures are being advertised to the public and due to the 
size of the venue registration is required for the lectures 
and limited to 50. You will be sent an invitation to register 
two weeks before the event. 
 
March 6, 2014, Thursday 
FLW Film: Saving the City National Bank and Hotel 

Description: When it opened in 
1910, the City National Bank and 
Park Inn Hotel was the 
architectural prize of Mason City. 
Yet, less than sixteen years later, 
it began a long, slow decline to 
near ruin. This is the story of one 
of Wright's most distinctive 

commissions, determined efforts by a community to save it, 
and the 21st Century restoration of the last remaining hotel 
by America's most famous architect. 
 
March 20, 2014, Thursday 
FLW Lecture: The Music of William C. Wright 

Description: The author will talk 
about his research into the 
original musical compositions of 
Frank Lloyd Wright's father and 
the influence of music on the 
development of FLW's creative 
genius. Portions of a new CD of 
the recreated compositions of 
Wright's father will be featured. 

David will be selling and autographing CDs at the event. 
Presenter: David Patterson 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED and limited to 50. You will be 
sent an invitation to register two weeks before the event. 
 
April 10, 2014, Thursday 
FLW Film: Samara: Realizing the Dream 
Description: In West Lafayette, Indiana tucked away behind 
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one of its busiest streets, lies a piece of history. A quaint 
and, from first glance, obviously unique house sits along 
Northwestern Avenue hidden beneath trees and shrubs. 
The house belongs to John Christian, PhD, a retired Purdue 
professor. For over 50 years John and Catherine Christian's 
SAMARA home has been a Hoosier treasure. It is one of the 
few houses still occupied by the original owner and client. 
This unique Usonian house features a high level of 
refinement of Wright's design principles and features many 
of the architectural innovations for which Wright is best 
known. Mr. Wright designed or specified all the furnishings 
and landscaping to make the house complete. 
 
April 24, 2014, Thursday 
FLW Lecture: Unlocking the Secrets of the First Taliesin 

Description: Through letters, 
memoirs, contemporary 
documents, and a stunning 
assemblage of photographs - 
many of which have never before 
been published - Ron McCrea will 
tell the fascinating story of the 

building of Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin, which was the 
architect's principal winter residence for the rest of his life. 
He will also discuss Wright’s love and loss of his "kindred 
spirit," "she for whom Taliesin had first taken form," Mamah 
Borthwick Cheney. Ron McCrea is the author of the new 
book: Building Taliesin. Ron will sell and autograph his 
books at the event. 
Presenter: Ron McCrea 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
and limited to 50. You will be 
sent an invitation to register two 
weeks before the event. 
 
May 8, 2014, Thursday 
FLW Film: Romanza: Wright's 
structures in California 
Description: Wright designed 
more than 80 projects for 
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California, and saw more than 25 built. The buildings were 
grand and modest, public and private, and came from each 
major era of Wright's 7-decade-long career. “Romanza” is 
the story of that relationship. 
 
WALTER BURLEY GRIFFIN SOCIETY 
 
May 30-31, 2014, Friday & Saturday 
The Walter Burley Griffin Society of America will be holding 
their 15th Annual Conference in Mason City. Lectures on 
Griffin by a variety of experts and a housewalk of the historic 
Rock Crest/Rock Glen neighborhood will be held. Please 
contact Peter B. Griffin directly at wbgsociety@charter.net 
for reservations. 
 
LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE 
 

As part of NIACC’s annual 
Lifelong Learning Institute 
RCSHP’S Board Member Dr. Bob 
McCoy presented six lectures in 
February on these topics: 
Personalities Who Brought Prairie 
School to Mason City; 
Development of the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Style until 1908; Stockman 
House – Revolutionary 
Significance; Development of the 

Style of Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin; 
Park Inn Hotel – Significance and Place in the Body of 
Wright’s Work; and Restoration of the Historic Park Inn. In 
addition to unregistered walk-ins a total of 207 people have 
registered for these lectures through LLI. We hope everyone 
learned something new. 
 
KIM BIXLER, AUTHOR 
 
On February 21st, RCSHP and WOTP co-sponsored a 
lecture and book signing by Kim Bixler concerning her book 
Growing Up in a Frank Lloyd Wright House. Kim and her 
mother traveled from California to share interesting stories 
and show photos from Kim’s autobiographical book 
concerning her childhood in the Boynton House from 1977-
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1994 in Rochester, NY and its effect on her artistic 
awareness. Her entertaining book recounts the joys and 
pitfalls of owning a Wright-designed house. The tumultuous 
history of the house was recounted through interviews with 
former and current owners. Living with the public's curiosity, 
learning how to give a tour at a very young age, playing 
hide-and-seek, coping with the habitually leaky roof, and 
managing constant renovations made her presentation 
unforgettable. A few autographed copies of her book are 
available in the AIC Gift Shop. While in Mason City, Kim 
also spent time giving presentations to a local grade school. 
This lecture was funded in part by a grant from the Iowa Arts 
Council, Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. Local sponsors who 
provided additional funding were Pat Schultz, 
Bergland+Cram Architects, Skott and Anderson Architects 
and Accord Architecture. We would like to thank all of these 
organizations and individuals for making this event possible. 
 
PRAIRIE SCHOOL ARCHITECTURAL  
RESEARCH LIBRARY/OFFICE PROJECT  
 
Phase 1 of our Prairie School Architectural Research 
Library/Office project has been completed at a total cost of 

$8,196.71. A grant from 
Worth County 
Development Authority 
provided $5,434.  
 
BEFORE & AFTER 

Steve Neuhring 
Construction, EZ 
Masonry, Moorehead 
Electric and Duggan 
Painting Services 
performed the work. 
Phase 2 consists of installing doors, windows, flooring, wall 
cabinets, bookcases, file cabinets, chairs, computer and 
printer. We need $7,500 to complete this project and 
donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
QUOTE 
 
“The good building is not one that hurts the landscape, but 
one which makes the landscape more beautiful than it was 
before the building was built. – FLW 
 
NEW iPAD CASH REGISTER 
 
As you read this E-Newsletter, 
preparations are being made to 
install a new iPad-based Point of 
Sale System (POS) in the AIC 
Gift Shop. This new system will 
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allow us to track inventory and generate detailed reports of 
tours and sales. It will also notify our Gift Shop Manager, 
Kathy Kinsey, when items are running low and restocking 
orders need to be placed. All of our items will be barcoded 
to make the checkout process quicker and easier for our 
Sales Assistants. The new POS system was funded by a 
generous donation. 
 
ALLIANT ENERGY AUDIT 
 
Recently Joel Zook, Energy Assessor, from CLEAResult, 
an Alliant Energy subcontractor, performed a thorough 
evaluation of the Stockman House and the Architectural 
Interpretive Center and made suggestions for improving 
their energy efficiency. Included with the audit were FREE 
CFL bulbs to replace all of the non-carbon filament 
incandescent bulbs in the Stockman House. The historically-
correct carbon filament clear bulbs were not replaced. We 
will be addressing his other suggestions as funding 
becomes available. Your donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
STOCKMAN HOUSE TOUR TIMES 
 
When you have friends and relatives visiting from out of 
town this spring, remember to bring them to the Stockman 
House for a tour. Tours last approximately an hour and start 
at the AIC with a video presentation. From November thru 
April Stockman House tours are by advanced reservation 
only. Please call 641-423-1923 48 hours in advance to 
schedule. Groups of 5 or less are $60, $10 for each 
additional person. Beginning May 3rd our regular tour 
season starts. We will be open for tours during May on 
Saturdays from 10AM to 3PM and Sundays from 1PM to 
3PM. During June through August we will have regularly 
scheduled tours on Thursday thru Sunday. See our website 
for additional information. 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 
 
76% of our members are from the Mason City area. 
Would you like to help your community? 
 
Such communities as Buffalo, NY and Oak Park, IL as well 
as others are recognizing architectural tourism as a 
significant draw of tourist dollars. With the addition of the 
restored Historic Park Inn (HPI) to our other historic sites, 
Mason City is joining that list. Since opening, the HPI has 
recorded visitors from every state and over 50 foreign 
countries. Because of this we need your help to represent 
our city to these tourists at the Mason City Architectural 
Interpretive Center and the Stockman House. We are 
always looking for new volunteers to help us as greeters, 
docents, sales assistants, gardeners and window washers.  
 
We would love to have your help! Call 641-423-1923. 
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SPIRIT OF MERCURY SCUPTURE 
 
Frank Lloyd Wright selected, 
from Roman mythology, Mercury, 
a god of financial gain and 
commerce, as the appropriate 
symbol for a bank.  At Wright’s 
request the American sculptor 
Richard Bock (1865 – 1949) 
designed the Spirit of Mercury 
sculpture for use in four light 
fixtures over the teller cages in 
the Wright-designed City 
National Bank building (1910, Mason City Iowa). A smaller 
model has been reproduced from one of the original bank 
statues, which is now owned by the Mason City Public 
Library.  Wright on the Park, the non-profit organization that 
restored the City National Bank and Hotel building in 2011, 
in partnership with the Mason City Public Library, 
commissioned these smaller 12” models and are making 
them available for sale to the public. Those wishing to 
purchase the new 12” reproduction Spirit of Mercury statue 
may do so at the Mason City Architectural Interpretive 
Center Gift Shop for $85 after March 15, 2014.   
 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
 
Geri Barker is an RCSHP Sales 
Assistant at the Mason City 
Architectural Interpretive Center. 
While she is not a native of 
Mason City, she has lived here 
for 62 years. Geri and her 
husband, Don, have been 
married for 45 years. She has 
been an RCSHP Volunteer for 
about five years since retiring 
from her former job as a Service 
Representative for the Social Security Administration. Geri 
grew up on N. Connecticut Ave and was always aware of 
and intrigued by the Stockman House and Park Inn Hotel & 
City National Bank but she did not know anything about 
them or Frank Lloyd Wright. After retiring she wanted to 
learn more so she showed up one day and asked what was 
involved in being a volunteer.  
 
Last year she and a cousin enjoyed attending the Annual 
Wright Plus housewalk in Oak Park, IL. Usually about half of 
the homes on tour are recently restored homes by other 
architects from the same era, resulting in an interesting 
exercise in Compare and Contrast. Geri and her cousin 
already have their tickets to return for this year’s event, 
which marks the 40th Anniversary of those housewalks. This 
year all ten of the buildings will be Wright-designed. 
WrightPlus 2014 will be held on May 17th.  
 
Go to: http://www.flwright.org/tours/allwright2014 to 
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purchase tickets. 
 
Geri usually works at the AIC on Saturday mornings once or 
twice a month. As a volunteer she has been amazed at the 
extensive interest in Frank Lloyd Wright by visitors from 
around the world. Since Mason City is not the easiest place 
to travel to when you are coming from a foreign country or 
the east or west coasts, this demonstrates the intensity of 
dedication Wright’s followers have to visit his buildings and 
learn more about his life and adventures. 
 
Geri is also a volunteer with the Lions, the Lime Creek 
Nature Center, Cemetery History Walk, KJCY Christian 
Radio and the Mason City Garden Club. She also enjoys 
participating in Tai Chi, Doll Club, the Lifelong Learning 
Institute and keeping up on the news by browsing the 
Internet. 
 
When asked what she would like to tell people who might 
want to become a volunteer she said, “It is a very unique 
experience. The opportunity to meet friendly folks from 
around the world can’t be matched. I really enjoy learning 
about Mason City’s architectural treasures and telling our 
visitors about them.” She also enjoys working with and 
sharing the camaraderie of the other volunteers.  
 
Volunteers are welcome to join at any time. Please call 641-
423-1923 and leave your contact information. 
 
DID YOU KNOW…  
 
During this past winter, when we were only open for tours by 
reservation, we have had a total of 134 tourists. In spite of 
the weather we have had visitors from as far away as 
Puebla, Mexico; San Carlos, CA; and Tokyo, Japan. A 
young lady, Aya Muto, from Tokyo has been in the USA for 
the past year on a sabbatical to study eco-friendly housing 
design, building techniques, and materials. She is employed 
by an agency of the Japanese Government, and works a 
short distance from what’s left of the Imperial Hotel. She 
said she was not familiar with Frank Lloyd Wright until she 
started studying in this country. She was particularly 
interested in Wright’s use of natural materials in his 
buildings. She has spent most of the past year in 
Washington, D.C. but is using the last month of her one-
year sabbatical to travel via bus around the country, and 
decided to stop in Mason City to see the Wright structures 
here. Her next stop is Chicago. 
 
PROSPECTIVE VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE 
 
On January 29th an Open House was held for people who 
were interested in becoming RCSHP volunteers. Current 
volunteers, along with the Tour & Operations Coordinator 
Joanne Hardinger attended the meeting, to share their 
experiences with the prospects and answer questions. For 
the first time these meetings were publicized on KGLO 
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Radio AM 1300. Eighteen thirty-second spots were 
broadcast over several days. One of our Corporate 
Members, Three Eagles Communication, donated these 
advertisements. The new volunteers will receive training to 
become either a Docent to lead tours, a Sales Assistant to 
work the desk at the AIC and process sales from the Gift 
Shop or an AIC Greeter to welcome visitors to Mason City. 
No previous knowledge of Frank Lloyd Wright is necessary, 
as training will be provided. Volunteers are encouraged to 
join the RCSHP. Please call 641-423-1923 and leave your 
contact information. 
 
ANNUAL PRE-SEASON VOLUNTEER MEETING 
 
Please mark your calendar. We are going to have a 
meeting of all our volunteers on Thursday, April 3rd from 
6:30-8:00PM in preparation for the new tour season. It is 
critical that all of our volunteers (Sales Assistants, Docents, 
and all helpers) participate. We value all of our volunteers 
who have made it possible for RCSHP to share Mason 
City’s Prairie School Architecture with the world. 
 
FLW IN THE NEWS 
 
Frank Lloyd Wright may have been dead 55 years, but you’d 
never know it based on the number of articles that are 
published about him and his buildings each and every 
month in newspapers, magazines and blogs. If you go to our 
website: www.StockmanHouse.org and click on FLW NEWS 
& EVENTS and then FLW IN THE NEWS you can read 
current articles about events that are happening at various 
Wright Sites around the world.  
 
OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 
A new campaign has been undertaken to increase the 
number of 2014 Corporate Members. Please keep an eye 
out for this decal on the glass front door or window of 
businesses around town that support our efforts.  

 
If you are friends with the owners of any local business 
please encourage them to join. They can go to our website 
www.StockmanHouse.org and click on Support Us and 
follow the directions to join. 
 
As you shop locally, we would like to encourage you to 
patronize our valued corporate members with your 
business: 



PAGE 5, Vol. 2, No. 1             SPRING 2014 E-NEWSLETTER 

9

  
Accord Architecture 
Bergland+Cram Architects 
Burgmeier Dentistry 
Central Park Dentistry 
Farm Credit Services Of America 
Hawkeye Auto Body 
Henkel Construction Co 
Hertz Farm Management Inc 
Historic Park Inn 
Hy-Vee East #2 
Jon L Hardinger DDS 
Kleen Sweep Construction 
Lehigh Cement Company LLC 
Marquart Concrete Products 
North Iowa Area Community College 
North Iowa Community Credit Union 
NSB Bank 
Petersen Plaza 
Schupick & Associates PC 
Three Eagles Communications 
Tierney Properties 
Varied Industries Corporation 
Westview Apartments Corp Of Mason City 
Wright On The Park 
 
FRIEDRICH FRÖBEL: 
TRIANGLES, CIRCLES, AND SQUARES...OH, MY! 
 
In Germany during the first 
half of the 19th century, 
Friedrich Fröbel (1782-1852) 
developed a holistic system of 
education that involved 
training a child from infancy to 
young adulthood based on the 
principle of self-discovery 
using a series of geometric-
based materials called “Gifts”. 
Enlightened by his study of 
crystal shapes, Fröbel used 
the basic structural forms such as the sphere, cube, cylinder 
and their dissected parts to abstractly and universally 
represent every element in the known world. With these 5 
simple Platonic Solids [Tetrahedron (four faces), 
Hexahedron (six faces), Octahedron (eight faces), 
Dodecahedron (twelve faces), Icosahedron (twenty faces)], 
children would have the tools to discover and entertain 
themselves. When guided to play with the Gifts, a child 
would intrinsically learn mathematical relationships and 
would see that varied beautiful forms “grow” out of the 
orderly arrangements of the combinations of the parts of a 
whole. 
 
Active engagement with these Gifts cultivates a keen sense 
of observation while simultaneously developing the mind, 
eye, and hand. Children would also sing, dance, tell stories, 
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garden, and explore nature along with the Gift play to 
develop an understanding and appreciation of their world 
and to learn to apply their knowledge, skills, or talents into 
useful occupations. 
 
By the late 19th century, this education system had 
followers worldwide and was adopted by progressive social 
reformers in the United States as a means to produce better 
citizens from the many immigrant children. In 1870 Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s father moved his family to the Boston area 
where there was an established teacher-training school in 
Fröbel Kindergarten. Wright’s mother, Anna, was most likely 
exposed to and learned of the Fröbel system in Boston at 
that time when Wright was three years old. Wright recalls 
sitting at the little gridded kindergarten table for “several 
years”. It is documented that Anna Wright purchased Fröbel 
materials at the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, 
but that was probably not FLW’s first introduction to Fröbel.  
 
However it started, there’s no disputing the significant 
influence that Fröbel’s Kindergarten had on Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s work. What he absorbed as a child through Fröbel 
play inspired him to design. Wright’s designs reflect the 
structural and philosophical underpinnings of Fröbel, which 
is at the foundation of his organic approach to architecture. 
Frank Lloyd Wright, in his autobiography, cited them 
indirectly in explaining that he learned the geometry of 
architecture in kindergarten play, writing “For several years I 
sat at the little Kindergarten table-top . . . and played . . . 
with the cube, the sphere and the triangle—these smooth 
wooden maple blocks . . . All are in my fingers to this 
day . . .” 
 
To better understand and interpret the architecture of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, and as a resource for future educational 
programing of mutual interest to RCSHP and WOTP, a 
small Fröbel Study Group was formed by Joanne 
Hardinger under the mentorship of Dr. Wallace Rogers, 
former executive director of the SAMARA Institute for 
Fröbel’s Kindergarten Studies. The purpose of the study 
group is to explore and experience the authentic German 
Kindergarten system that Friedrich Fröbel developed. Study 
materials and Fröbel Gifts have been donated by Dr. “Wally” 
Rogers and Pat Schultz, and Joanne Hardinger has also 
contributed materials and insights from her attendance at 
two Fröbel USA conferences and documents the study 
group’s sessions. The study group has been meeting on 
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and off for the past two years and is going through The 
Kindergarten Guide, a two volume set whose authors Maria 
Kraus-Boelte and John Kraus have preserved the authentic 
German system. 
 
Our Fröbel Study Group isn’t a class at this point; we’re 
individuals learning together and sharing our unique 
perspectives, as Fröbel would have intended. However, this 
study has raised the group’s awareness of how richly Fröbel 
can contribute to educational programming in connection 
with Frank Lloyd Wright, art, design, and architecture. In a 
broader sense it helps us understand the way that Wright 
proposed to educate the whole man. The applications are 
limitless. 
 
Members of our Fröbel Study Group are Peggy Bang, 
James Faulkner, Joanne Hardinger, Gretchen King, Bob 
McCoy, and Pat Schultz. Holly Hinterman has also 
participated. 
 
Joanne comments, “Each time our group gets together to 
‘play’ we have several “ah-ha moments” while we are 
working with the same shapes and angles that Wright 
employed. It’s fun, insightful, and totally absorbing... time 
flies!” 
 
During last summer’s “Landmarks of American History and 
Culture” workshop, organized by WOTP, Dr. “Wally” Rogers 
presented sessions on Fröbel to the teachers in attendance.  
 
Fröbel Gifts remain popular today in Korea and Japan and 
are used in early childhood education. 
– by Joanne Hardinger, RCSHP Tour & Operations 
Coordinator 
 
E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
 
All members are welcome to contribute a topic, a photo, an 
article, a book recommendation or a book review that you 
think would be appropriate for the next quarterly newsletter. 
If you know of a coming event that the membership should 
be made aware of please let me know that too. The 
deadline for the Summer 2014 E-Newsletter is May 15th. 
We welcome and encourage your submissions. All 
submissions should be emailed to: 
info@StockmanHouse.org. 
 
–  Paul Ringstrom, E-Newsletter Editor 
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2013-2014  
RCSHP EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Robert S. Kinsey, President 

John Duggan, Vice President 
David Christiansen, Recording Secretary 
Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Secretary 

Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
Robert McCoy 

 
STAFF 

Judy Wagner, Volunteer Scheduler 
Joanne Hardinger, Tour & Operations Coordinator 

Kathy Kinsey, AIC Gift Shop Manager 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the River City Society for Historic 
Preservation (RCSHP) is to restore, preserve, 
protect, and defend historic and/or architecturally 
significant buildings and sites in Mason City and 
to convince others to do the same.  
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman 
House Museum and the Mason City Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for 
tours to the public. 
 
Mailing Address: 
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 


