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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST DIGITAL NEWSLETTER 
 
Now that we are firmly into the 21st Century and most of us 
have used, if not completely mastered, our wonderful new 
communications technologies, the River City Society for 
Historic Preservation (RCSHP) felt like we could increase 
communications with our members and not be burdened 
with the added expense of printing and mailing newsletters 
via snail mail. We hope to publish this newsletter quarterly.  
 

TWO LOCAL COUPLES HONORED 
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 
At the April 25, 2013 Annual Meeting of the River City 
Society for Historic Preservation the Board presented two 
awards. The Friends of Preservation Award for the rescue 
of architect William Drummond's G. Curtis Yelland House 
(1910) at 37 River Heights and the Heritage Award for the 
extensive restoration of architect Walter Burley Griffin's 
Arthur Rule House (1912) at 11 Rock Glen. 
 

 FRIENDS OF PRESERVATION AWARD 
 
The Friends of Preservation award is given to someone 
who, on their own initiative and with their own resources, 
takes on a major role in the preservation, restoration or 
saving of a significant historic building. 
 
On Thursday, December 9, 2008, there was an early 
morning fire at the Curtis Yelland House on River Heights 
Drive. It had been designed by Prairie School architect 
William Drummond while he was in Mason City employed as 
Wright’s construction supervisor on City National Bank/Park 
Inn Hotel project. The fire began at the SW corner of the 
house from candles left burning on the enclosed back porch. 
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By the time the fire trucks arrived flames were shooting 
through the second floor roof, out of second story windows 
on the east, and out of the living room windows onto the 
front porch. 
 

The firemen 
poured tons of 
water into the 
house and with 
winter well 
under way, 

everything 
froze solid 
including all the 
hot water 
radiators. The 
hot water 
heating system 
was totally 
destroyed when 
the radiators 
burst. A plastic 
tarp was nailed 
over the huge 
hole in the roof. 
As winter 

progressed the tarp sagged, filled with water, and gave a 
continuous infusion of water into the house, drip by drip, all 
winter. Waterlogged, virtually all the plaster fell onto the 
floors and stairs. It lay there for the duration of winter 2008-
09 and all of the winter of 2009-10. 

Stairway to 2nd Floor BEFORE and AFTER 
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Though insured for “replacement value”, a bank tied up the 
insurance money. The house stood derelict through the 
winters of 2008 and 2009 until the City issued a demolition 
order. Still nothing was happening. The neighbors felt their 
property values going down with a destroyed house in their 
midst, and pushed for its demolition. 
 
To the RCSHP, this became a double tragedy: the River 
City Society for Historic Preservation was working toward 
the development of an Architectural Interpretive Center, and 
this destroyed house would be one of the authentic Prairie 
School Homes we would be highlighting. 
 
The owners were finally persuaded that in order to save the 
house they loved (and where one of them planned to retire) 
it would first need to be sold. 
 
It was not an attractive property to sell, but structurally much 
of it was sound except the kitchen, back porch and the 
entire northeast quarter of the roof. It was subsequently 
determined that none of the roof was re-usable.  
 
Jeff and Jessica Tierney, of Tierney Properties, had the 
vision to see its value for several reasons. They saw a well-
designed Prairie School house on a wooded lot, in a nice 
neighborhood and in a town where the Prairie Style is 
appreciated.  
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 Fortunately, as an owner of numerous rental properties, the 
Tierney’s retain a crew of carpenters to maintain their 
buildings. They saw that over time they could restore this 
house to its former glory.  
 
They purchased the house and during the spring of 2010, 
hired a second crew of local carpenters to re-build the roof 
and get the house under cover quickly.  
 
Roof construction began March 14, 2010. RCSHP board 
member Bob McCoy remembers seeing Jeff on a ladder, 
trying to figure out how the integral built-in gutters at the roof 
edge were originally framed. That was an early indication of 
Jeff’s determination to do it right. He did a first class job all 
the way around, sistering 2x6 studs onto the existing 2x4s 
so he could put six inches of insulation in all outside walls. 
He put in new hardwood floors, rebuilt the bookcases 
(including the art glass doors), installed new drywall, put in a 
new enlarged kitchen with appropriate cabinets, new forced 
air heating and cooling system, new custom-sized 
thermopane windows, and re-wired and re-plumbed the 
house. 
 
Having access to 
the original 
blueprints allowed 
them to restore the 
historic features of 
the house while 
upgrading it’s 
functionality to that 
of a completely 
contemporary 
modern house – 
and thereby they 
became true friends 
of historic 
preservation. 
 
After the restoration was completed the house was sold to 
new preservation-minded owners in September 2011. 
 
It is with an extreme sense of community pride that the 
RCSHP presented this award to Jeff and Jessica Tierney. 
 

 HERITAGE AWARD 
 
The Heritage Award is given to individuals who have done 
an excellent job of restoring their own historic home at their 
own expense. 
 
When Priscilla Ray began thinking of returning to her own 
home town with her husband, Admiral Norman Ray, when 
he retired, she thought of a house she had always admired, 
approximately six blocks from her former family home. It 
was the Arthur Rule House on the corner of Rock Glen 
Street and E State Street.  
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During a trip to Mason City, she found it was for sale and 
the Rays bought it. For the hundred-year-old house, that 
was a fortunate step for which we all are grateful. 
 
The Rays furnished the house with furnishings appropriate 
to a Prairie School house. In the dining room they chose to 
keep the unique Chinese wallpaper that had been there for 
nearly fifty years. Then they set out on a path to improve the 
level of its functioning to that of a contemporary home. 
 
Their first project was the complete replacement of the 
stone wall in front of the house, a part of the rough-cut 
limestone wall that follows along the inside of the sidewalk 
fronting all of the Prairie School houses in Rock Glen. It was 
the part of a restoration most likely to remain undone, as 
many homeowners forget about freestanding walls as they 
go about completing other more pressing home 
improvements. They had It demolished and completely 
rebuilt, using newly quarried, rough-cut limestone with a 
concrete-block center for greater strength rather than the 
rubble construction used a hundred years ago. 
 
The biggest part of the project was upgrading the kitchen to 
include new appliances that would not detract from the 
historic nature of the home. To accomplish this they 

disguised them by 
attaching wood 
fronts to them that 
matched the existing 
cabinetry. During 
that process the 
original wiring was 
found to be deficient 
which led to a 
complete rewiring of 
the house. The 
heating and cooling 
system was also 
replaced and the 

century-old 
basement was 
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thoroughly revitalized. 
 
The Rays are to be commended for making this very 
significant investment in one of the historically significant 
Rock Glen homes designed by Walter Burley Griffin. The 
house in now ready to continue its life as a choice property 
in Mason City for the next hundred years. 
 
It is with an extreme sense of community pride that the 
RCSHP presented this award to Pricilla and Norman Ray. 
 

NEW STOCKMAN HOUSE GOLF SHIRTS NOW 
AVAILABLE 

 
New custom golf shirts featuring an embroidered Stockman 
House logo are available for purchase at Control Print 
Creative, 524 N Federal Ave, Mason City (two buildings 
north of Birdsall’s Ice Cream). You may personalize it by 
selecting the color of your shirt and embroidery thread. They 
are available in both men’s and women’s styles in any size 
you need. The cost is between $30 and $35 depending on 
size and take about a week to produce. 

 
STOCKMAN HOUSE TOUR TIMES 

 
When you have friends and relatives visiting from out of 
town this summer, remember to bring them to the Stockman 
House for a tour. Tours last approximately an hour and start 
at the AIC with a video presentation. Tours are given on-
the-hour from 10AM - 3PM on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and from 1PM - 3PM on Sunday.  
 

OUR NEW WEBSITE 
 
Please visit our completely new website at 
www.StockmanHouse.org. You can view current tour 
times, renew your membership, make a donation, and read 
about the history of Mason City and its Prairie School 
Architecture and the architects responsible for it. Also, there 
are current newspaper articles on Frank Lloyd Wright, a 
listing of FLW events around the country, a complete listing 
of the FLW buildings that are open to the public and much 
more. 
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OUR GIFT SHOP 

 
Don’t forget our gift shop for unique items for your holiday 
giving. 

 
NEW PRAIRIE SCHOOL ARCHITECTURAL  

RESEARCH LIBRARY TO BE BUILT 
 

With the help of a grant from the Worth County 
Development Authority a new library will be built this fall in 
the east side of the lower level of the AIC. This will 

constitute Phase One of the development of the lower level. 
Included in the project will be plenty of working counter 
space, file cabinets, bookcases, storage cabinets and 
computer space. Additional phases will be completed as 
funds become available. 
 
Not related to the library project, new storage shelves have 
also been purchased for the west side of the lower level for 
Gift Shop inventory and brochure/literature storage. 
 
DID YOU KNOW…that Eleanor Stockman was a genuine 
leader in the temperance reform and women’s suffrage 
movement? She was an active member of civic and literary 
clubs and served on both the Mason City Library and School 
Boards. Available in the MCPL is a 223 page hardcover 
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book titled The Letters of Eleanor Chafin Stockman 
published in 1924 after her death. 
 

TOUR STATISTICS 
 

From January thru June this year more than 650 people 
toured the Stockman House. 
 

DONATIONS 
 

We welcome donations in any amount to help us maintain 
and operate the Stockman House and the Architectural 
Interpretive Center (AIC). The RCSHP is an IRS 501c(3) 
non-profit organization and your donations are tax-
deductible. You can now make donations directly through 
our website: www.StockmanHouse.org. Click on Support 
Us. 
 
Recent donations include new outdoor seating and 
furnishings for the NE patio of the AIC in memory of Adam 

J. Benish (1976-2008). Adam, son of Edward and Pamela 
(Marth) Benish was born in Mason City.  He graduated from 
high school in Winona, MN, and joined the Navy.  In the 
service he worked as a Nuclear Machinist Mate stationed in 
Pearl Harbor, HI, until his discharge in 2001. Then he 
worked at International Titanium Powder LLC, Lockport, IL, 
as a research technician, and he began work on his B.S. 
degree at I.I.T. in Chicago. After receiving his B.S. in 
Materials Science, he was working on his M.S. in materials 
science and engineering at the time of his death April 1, 
2008. As an engineer for his company, he was trying to find 
a less expensive method to 
create titanium. He and his 
wife loved to travel and had a 
great interest in historic 
preservation.  They lived in 
one historic home in Joliet, 
IL, and had purchased a 
larger house, which was 
rented in three units, that 
they were planning to restore 
to a single family home. 
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Adam would have appreciated the work done on the 
Stockman House. The furniture on the patio is dedicated in 
his memory by his aunt, Merikay Mestad. 
 
Every few years the Mason City Area Retired School 
Personnel Assn. recognizes members who have passed 
away by donating a public item in their honor. Two bike 
racks were recently purchased for the AIC in memory of 
these former members. The plaques state: "Donated in 
memory of Mason City Area Retired School Personnel.” 

QUOTE 
 

“Go to Nature, thou builder of houses, consider her ways 
and do not be petty and foolish.  Let your home appear to 
grow easily from its site and shape it to sympathize with the 
surroundings if Nature is manifest there, and if not, try and 
be as quiet, substantial, and organic, as she would have 
been if she had the chance.  In other words, give the matter 
some intelligent thought, backed by artistic feeling if you can 
command it, then go to the woods for your color schemes 
and not to the ribbon counter at 'Field's'.” – Frank Lloyd 
Wright 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
2013 Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy Annual 
Conference will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, October 
16-20, 2013. 
 
2014 Annual Meeting of The Walter Burley Griffin Society of 
America (www.wbgriffinsociety.org) will be held in Mason 
City, IA, Saturday, May 31, 2014. 
 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
 

We are always looking for new volunteers to help us as 
docents, sales assistants and gardeners. Call 641-423-1923. 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 
A new addition to the Mason City Public Library (MCPL) is 
Marion Mahony Reconsidered by David Van  Zanten, Editor. 
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Marion Mahony Griffin (1871–1961) was an American 
architect and artist, the second female with a degree in 
architecture (MIT, 1894), the first licensed (IL, 1898) female 
architect in the world, graphic designer for Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Chicago studio, and she was one of the original 
members of the architectural 
movement that came to be called 
"The Prairie School". Largely 
heralded for her exquisite 
presentation drawings for both 
Wright and her husband, Walter 
Burley Griffin, Mahony was an 
adventurous designer in her own 
right, whose independent and 
highly original work attracted 
attention at a moment when 
architectural drawing and graphic 
illustrations were becoming integral to the design process. 
  
This book is a compilation of four essays that explores new 
research into Mahony’s life and paints a vivid portrait of a 
woman’s place among the lives and productions of some of 
our most noted American architects. The essays take us on 
an ambitious journey from Mahony’s origins in the Chicago 
suburbs, through her years as Wright’s right-hand woman 
and her bohemian life with her husband in Australia—whose 
new capital city, Canberra, she helped to plan—until her 
golden years in the middle of the twentieth century. Filled 
with richly detailed analyses of Mahony’s works and 
including and populated by an international cast of 
characters, Marion Mahony Reconsidered greatly expands 
our knowledge of this talented, complex, and enigmatic 
modern architect. 
 

2013-2014  
RCSHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Lee Weber, President 

Robert S. Kinsey, Vice President 
David Christiansen, Recording Secretary 
Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Secretary 

Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
John Duggan, Director 
Robert McCoy, Director 

 
Joanne Hardinger, AIC Executive Director 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the River City Society for Historic 
Preservation (RCSHP) is to restore, preserve, 
protect, and defend historic and/or architecturally 
significant buildings and sites in Mason City and 
to convince others to do the same.  
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman 
House Museum and the Mason City Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for 
tours to the public. 


