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WELCOME TO OUR SECOND DIGITAL E-NEWSLETTER 
 
Now that we are firmly into the 21st Century and most of us 
have used, if not completely mastered, our wonderful new 
communications technologies, the River City Society for 
Historic Preservation (RCSHP) felt like we could increase 
communications with our members and not be burdened 
with the added expense of printing and mailing newsletters 
via snail mail. We plan to publish this E-Newsletter 
quarterly.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
October 19, 2013  
9th Annual Conference of the Friends of Cedar Rock: An 
Afternoon with Frank Lloyd Wright. Speakers will address 
the history and current state of prairie-style period structures 
in Iowa. Refreshments and a tour of FLW’s Lowell Walter 
House (Cedar Rock) are included. 1-4PM $10 donation, 
Quasqueton, IA. More info: Cedar_Rock@dnr.iowa.gov or 
319-934-3572. 
 
October 16-20, 2013 
2013 Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy Annual 
Conference will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
(www.savewright.org/index.php?page=28) 312-663-5500. 
 
December 6, 2013 
RCSHP MEMBERS ONLY Holiday Wine & Cheese Reception 
will be held at the Mason City Architectural Interpretive 
Center (AIC) from 7-9pm. Our Gift Shop will also be open 
for your holiday shopping pleasure. Members get a 10% 
discount. If you plan to attend, please R.S.V.P. by 11/15/13 
to paul@ringstrom.us. Please put RSVP in the Subject Line 
of your email and the number of people attending. 
 
May 30-31, 2014 
2014 Annual Meeting of The Walter Burley Griffin Society of 
America (info@wbgriffinsociety.org) will be held in Mason 
City, IA 314.644.4546 

 
NEW STOCKMAN HOUSE GOLF SHIRTS  

NOW AVAILABLE 
 
New custom golf shirts featuring an embroidered Stockman 
House logo are available for purchase at Control Print 
Creative, 524 N Federal Ave, Mason City (641) 210-4000  
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(two buildings north of Birdsall’s Ice Cream). You may 
personalize it by selecting the color of your shirt and 
embroidery thread. They are available in both men’s and 
women’s styles in any size you need. The cost is between 
$30 and $35 depending on size and take about a week to 
produce. 

 
HONORS AWARDED TO RCSHP AND WOTP 

 
Bob McCoy, representing RCSHP, with Ann MacGregor 
and Scott Borcherding, representing Wright on the Park 
(WOTP) attended the 2013 Preserve Iowa Summit dinner 
Friday, August 23, 2013, in Burlington, IA to receive the 
honor of the 2012 William J. Petersen - Edgar R. Harlan 
Award from the State Historical Society of Iowa, ”for 
significant, continuing contributions to Iowa History”. The 
award was for the work of the RCSHP throughout the past 
24 years in the restoration of the first building in Iowa 
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designed by Frank Lloyd Wright (FLW), and in supporting its 
function since then as a house museum.   
 
The RCSHP was also recognized for their completion of the 
Mason City Architectural Interpretive Center (AIC). The AIC 
was built to educate the general public by telling the story of 
the architecture of FLW, the Griffins, William Drummond, 
Barry Byrne and other architects of the Chicago Prairie 
School during the first and second decades of the 20th 
Century here in Mason City. 
 
WOTP was honored for its spectacular restoration and 
adaptive reuse of Wright’s only remaining hotel, the Historic 
Park Inn Hotel. 
 
Mason City was blest by the presence of the first and 
second buildings in Iowa designed by FLW, America’s most 
famous architect—the 1908 Stockman House and the 1909-
1910 City National Bank and Park Inn.   
           
The 1960s, however, found Dr. and Mrs. Stockman’s FLW 
designed home, and Wright’s Historic City National Bank 
and Park Inn Hotel, in dreadfully dilapidated condition. In the 
hands of the RCSHP (the house), and WOTP (the hotel) a 
renaissance has occurred, making Mason City a Destination 
City for its unique grouping of Prairie School architecture—
the largest, most compact grouping of buildings by 
architects of the Chicago Prairie School in our nation. 
 

NEH WORKSHOP 
 

The RCSHP would like to commend the WOTP 
organization, and specifically their Education Committee, 
along with the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH), for sponsoring and organizing the Landmarks of 
America Workshop for teachers here in Mason City. Eighty 
teachers from around the country attended the workshop’s 
weeklong sessions during July and August. 
 
In addition to hearing from a large variety of lecturers, the 
participants also toured the Architectural Interpretive Center, 
the Stockman House, and the Rock Crest/Rock Glen 
neighborhood along with a bus tour to Osage and Charles 
City’s historic homes. 
 
Sharing the knowledge of America’s architectural heritage, 
and specifically Mason City’s Prairie School architecture, 
with today’s educators will help maintain an interest among 
the next generation in the ongoing preservation and 
restoration of these significant buildings. 
 
It was especially important to see that several of our local 
educators were involved in this workshop so that local 
community support for historic preservation can be 
maintained and enhanced. 
 
Several of our RCSHP members participated as volunteers 
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to help facilitate the activities. They were pleased to be 
allowed to also attend the lectures and have reported back 
on the quality of the offerings and the sincere interest that 
was expressed to them by the participating teachers. 
 
We think Mason City was well represented in their 
hospitality and by the open friendly nature of our community. 
 

DONATIONS 
 

We welcome donations in any amount to help us maintain 
and operate the Stockman House and the Architectural 
Interpretive Center (AIC). The RCSHP is an IRS 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization and your donations are tax-
deductible. You can now make donations directly through 
our website www.StockmanHouse.org. Click on Support Us. 
 

NEW STOCKMAN HOUSE FALL TOUR TIMES 
 
When you have friends and relatives visiting from out of 
town this fall, remember to bring them to the Stockman 
House for a tour. Tours last approximately an hour and start 
at the AIC with a video presentation.  
 
Tours are given on-the-hour:  
 
10AM & 11AM on Thursdays & Fridays (in September) 
10AM - 3PM on Saturday (in September and October) 
1PM - 3PM on Sunday (in September and October)   
 
From November thru mid-May Stockman House tours are 
by reservation only (please call 641-423-1923 to 
schedule). 
 

OUR NEW WEBSITE 
 
Please visit our completely new website at 
www.StockmanHouse.org. You can view tour times, renew 
your membership, make a donation, and read about the 
history of Mason City and its Prairie School Architecture and 
the architects responsible for it. Also, there are current 
newspaper articles on FLW, a listing of FLW events around 
the country, a complete listing of the FLW buildings that are 
open for public tours and much more. 

 
NEW SECURITY SYSTEM & LANDSCAPE TRELLIS 

 
The RCSHP has received two grants from the Bertha 
Stebens Charitable Foundation. $2,000 was received for a  
motion-sensing security system for the AIC. A landscaping 
grant for $1,000 was received for a 16’ x 4.5’ metal trellis on 
the north side of the AIC. Both items were installed this 
summer. The RCSHP would like to thank the Bertha 
Stebens Charitable Foundation for their support of the 
Mason City community. 
 
 



 Page 3, Vol. 1, No. 2                           FALL 2013 E-NEWSLETTER 

5

GRANT AWARDED FOR AIC FRONT PATIO 
 
On August 24th the Farrer Endowment Foundation, a tax-
exempt nonprofit corporation, announced this year’s grants. 
Lloyd J. Farrer and Georgetta V. Farrer of Mason City 
created the foundation in 1983 to make contributions and 
gifts to organizations, which are of a charitable, scientific, 
literary, educational or municipal nature. This year’s grants 
totaled $232,200. 
 
The $2,000 grant awarded to the RCSHP is for the 
purchase of benches and planters for the front patio of the 
Architectural Interpretive Center. They should be built and 
installed later this fall. The RCSHP would like to thank the 
Farrer Endowment Foundation for their support of the 
Mason City community. 

 
QUOTE 

 
“Architecture is life, or at least it is life itself taking form and 
therefore it is the truest record of life as it was lived in the 
world yesterday, as it is lived today or ever will be lived.”  
– Frank Lloyd Wright 
 

AIC GIFT SHOP 
 
Don’t forget the increasingly popular AIC Gift Shop for 
unique items for your holiday gift giving. We have several 
items that are unique to Mason City along with a large 

variety of Frank Lloyd Wright themed books, photos, jewelry 
and other merchandise. The Gift Shop profits help support 
our operations. 
 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
 

Seventy-six percent of our members are from Mason City.  
 
Would you like to help out your community?  
 
Such communities as Buffalo, NY and Oak Park, IL as well 
as others are recognizing architectural tourism as a 
significant draw of tourist dollars. Now with the addition of 
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the restored Historic Park Inn Hotel (HPI) to our other 
historic sites Mason City is joining that list. Since opening, 
the HPI has recorded visitors from every state and over 50 

foreign countries. Because of this we need your help to 
represent our city to these tourists at the Mason City 
Architectural Interpretive Center and the Stockman House. 
We are always looking for new volunteers to help us as 
greeters, docents, sales assistants and gardeners.  
We would love to have your help! Call 641-423-1923. 
 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
 

In an effort to introduce our volunteers to other members 
and hopefully encourage them to join us in some volunteer 
capacity, we are starting a new article in each issue that 
introduces you to some of our volunteers. 
 
This month we are spotlighting Chuck & Nancy Sweetman. 
They have lived in Mason City for 42 years, but became 
Stockman House docents just last year after both of them 
fully retired. Chuck and Nancy met while attending Iowa 
State. They served in the Peace Corp for four years in 
Panama teaching home economics and agricultural 
techniques. Nancy taught at the elementary and middle 
school level and finished as a principal for 19 years in 
Mason City. Chuck worked as an addiction counselor at 
Prairie Ridge Addiction Treatment Services on the west side 
of Mason City.  
 
Prior to becoming docents most of their travel was to 
international destinations, but since becoming docents they 
have included lots of Wright Sites into their itinerary when 
traveling in the USA.  
One evening this summer they shared, with some of the 
other volunteers, a selection of their photos of Wright 
buildings that they have visited.  
 
Prior to giving tours of the Stockman House they 
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participated in six sessions of training about the history of 
the Stockman House, Frank Lloyd Wright and Walter Burley 
Griffin. Additional reading material was also provided to 
broaden their depth of knowledge. They then “shadowed” 
three other docents on their tours to get the gist of what was 
expected. Each docent is encouraged to take the 
information provided and tailor it to their interests and make 
it their own.  
 
We’ve had a number of folks return to Mason City and take 
our tour multiple times, each with different docents, and 
report that they have learned something new on each visit.  
 
The Sweetman’s both said the most satisfying aspect of 
being a volunteer is meeting the fascinating people who 
come to take the tours. Some with a strong depth of 
knowledge of Wright because they have visited a lot of his 
buildings and read a lot about him, while other come with 
very little knowledge of Wright but are attracted to the 
building that looks “modern” but is over 100 years old. 
Chuck & Nancy said that they like “talking up” Mason City by 
pointing out its attractions, restaurants and other points of 
interest, like the current River City Sculptures on Parade to 
our visitors. 
If you like meeting and talking to people from a variety of 
backgrounds and ages, you should seriously consider 
becoming a volunteer, as you will find the experience quite 
rewarding and fun. Whether you are interested in being an 
AIC greeter, sales assistant or docent the amount of time 
you volunteer is entirely up to you. Many people choose to 
schedule their volunteering for the same day and time every 
week, some don’t. If you are interested in gardening there 
are opportunities throughout the growing season where you 
can help out too. 
 
When asked what surprised them the most about joining our 
volunteer team they said that they were surprised at how 
much it expanded their social circle of friends in Mason City. 
Having lived in Mason City for so many years they 
recognized many of the other volunteers enough to say “Hi” 
in passing. But now with a shared interest in FLW and 
Prairie School Architecture they are able to interact with 
them on a different level and are now close personal friends 
and socialize with several of them. 
 
They mentioned that when one retires it is easy to turn 
inward and make your life a closed one focused on yourself 
and only your desires. Volunteering not only helps the 
community, it allows you to become focused on helping 
other people which keeps you young in attitude and allows 
you to become more altruistic.  
 
Frank Lloyd Wright said: “Youth is a circumstance you can't 
do anything about. The trick is to grow up without getting 
old.” 
 
Both of them commented that one of things about Mason 
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City that sets it apart is the huge number of volunteers and 
volunteer opportunities that are available. It makes our city 
more open and friendly to visitors and residents alike. 
 
Nancy likes quotes and mentioned that one of her favorites 
was: “Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very 
purpose of life, and not something you do in your spare 
time.” - Marian Wright Edelman 

 
DID YOU KNOW… that when the Stockman House was 
reroofed, after it was moved to its current location, that 14 
tons of roofing had to be removed? So many layers had 
been applied during its eighty-plus years of existence that 
the large overhangs were sagging under the weight. 
 

E-NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
 
If you would like to contribute a topic or an article that you 
think would be appropriate for our next newsletter, the 
deadline for the Winter 2013 E-Newsletter is November 
15th. We welcome and encourage your submissions.  
 
All submissions should be emailed to our Corresponding 
Secretary or mailed to us at our P.O. Box 565, Mason City, 
IA. 50402. 

 

2013-2014  
RCSHP EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Lee Weber, President 

Robert S. Kinsey, Vice President 
David Christiansen, Recording Secretary 
Paul Ringstrom, Corresponding Secretary 

Sandy Ringstrom, Treasurer 
John Duggan, Director 
Robert McCoy, Director 

 
Joanne Hardinger, AIC Executive Director 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of the River City Society for Historic 
Preservation (RCSHP) is to restore, preserve, 
protect, and defend historic and/or architecturally 
significant buildings and sites in Mason City and 
to convince others to do the same.  
 
The RCSHP owns and operates the Stockman 
House Museum and the Mason City Architectural 
Interpretive Center, both of which are open for 
tours to the public. 
 
Mailing Address: 
RCSHP, P.O. BOX 565, MASON CITY, IA 50402 


